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PEACE OR WAR? YOUTH 
CAN HELP TO DECIDE 


ri" O win the rising 
generation for peace 
is one of the prime tasks 


of our time. 


It will be a hard job. Pre- 
judices developed in childhood, 
the influence of most churches 
and schools, and the constant 
stream of militaristic propa- 
ganda pouring on the adolescent 
from newspaper, screen and 
radio will have to be countered. 

But it must be done, for since it 
is youth who will be called upon to 
fight in a war, it is youth and youth 
alone ultimately who can say that 
wars must cease. 

Accordingly the Peace Pledge 
Union is planning a nation-wide 
campaign, some details of which are 
given by David Spreckley in the 
following article. 


Big P.P.U. Campaign 


YouTH today has a tremendous respons- 


ibility. The future is theirs—whether * 


it holds triumph or tragedy in store de- 
pends on those who have to live in it. 


Inevitably, the future will have its politi- 
cal and economic systems, its religions and 
laws, its leaders and planners, its philoso- 
phies and theories, but ultimately all these 
and the whole course of future events must 
depend on man’s behaviour to man. 


Youth must decide how they—collective- 
ly and individually—are going to behave. 


Today, the older generation are calling 
on the youth of the country to prepare for 
war so as to “maintain peace,” to “end 
German aggression” or to “defend liberty 
and democracy.” 


Yet it is just that generation who went 
out so heroically in 1914 to do just those 
things, and proved conclusively that they 
could not be done by war or preparation 
for war. 


Was that last “war to end war” not les- 
son enough? For those who have come 
after, it must be enough. Faced with the 
ghastly paradox of that damnable Latin 
tag: Si vis pacem, para bellum youth must 
decide. Are they going to accept the old 
order of things with all its teachings and 
customs, or are they to claim their right 
as free human beings, to think life out for 
themselves? 
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GROM the very moment when they first 
enter school, boys and girls are taught 
to glorify the past and present history of 
their own country above all others. They 


By David 
Spreckley 


are shown only one side of the historical 
picture, so that they shall believe that their 
own country is always in the right. They 
are taught that war may still be necessary 
as a method for changing or maintaining a 
given system. They are taught therefore, 
to have faith in the power of military vio- 
lence. . 

The church tells them that it may be the 
Christian duty to machine-gun one’s fellow 
men; democratic leaders tell them that it 
is true democratic behaviour to massacre 
and destroy another people; on the grounds 
of plain humanity, even, they are exhorted 
to prepare to use bombs, gas and high ex- 
plosives against other human beings. 

They are taught what to think and how 
they should think it. 


Peace Needs Truth 


We who are young must not let our 
minds be formed to this crazy mould. 

For there to be peace, there must first be 
justice in international and internal affairs, 
and justice must be based on truth. 

Truth lies hidden today under the hollow 
trappings of nationalist propaganda; the 
way to it is strewn with the obstacles of 
narrow tradition, of humbug and ignorance. 

If we are to have peace, there must be 
friendship and understanding between 
peoples. If Great Britain is to lead the 
world on to a better existence, her people 
must first be in a position to understand the 
point of view of other peoples, to “see them- 
selves as others see them,” and to realize 
above all things, that their own country is 
just as much to blame for the present ten- 
sion and ill-feeling as any other. 
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Planned 


Young minds, free minds, are needed— 
not to be dragooned into one trammelled 
line of thought, but to think, think, think 
for themselves. 


[ is, therefore, urgent that a youth move- 
ment, auxiliary to the Peace Pledge 
Union, should be started as soon as possible. 
It is proposed that this should be open to 
boys and girls between the ages of 14 and 
20 and that it should be started much in 
the same way as Dick Sheppard started the 
PPU. 

Already there are some 150 names at 
Headquarters of pacifists in this age group, 
and these will be encouraged to start small 
groups in their own schools or localities. 
PPU groups and members throughout the 
country will also be asked to contact youth 
so as to get such groups formed. 


Minimum of Organization 


Activities of such groups would then 
follow roughly the lines of PPU groups. 
It is important to stress that organization 
should be kept to the barest minimum, 
allowing each youth group freedom to act 
as its peculiar circumstances permit. 

Youth must be allowed and encouraged 
to run this Movement on its own, and it is 
hoped that after a few months it can be 
handed over entirely to its members~ to 
make their own organization, christen 
themselves, and draft their own manifesto 
if they find one necessary. 

If the younger generation wants to make 
a better world, then they must “gat to- 
gether and do something about it.” They 
must realize that to sit back and put their 
faith in systems, leaders, manifestos, char- 
ters and the like, is useless. 

All these may be necessary, but if we 
wish to create an order of society which 
is human and decent, then we must first 
decide on, and abide by, a behaviour to- 
wards our fellow men which is at all times 
on the level of clean and decent humanity. 

I hope it will be on some such basis as 
this that the new Youth Movement will be 
founded. 


They Gave Him 
a Gun... 


It isn’t a toy, but a deadly weapon, 
cunningly made for the murder of his 
fellow-men. 

Conscripted, he will learn to use it 
efficiently when ordered to do so. . . 
regimented for murder, when he could 
be devoting his energy, his idealism 
and his talents to the betterment of 
the world. 

Surely, at our stag: of civilization, 
this is not the only future we can offer 
the rising generation? 


Tientsin: 
What It’s 
All About 


By the Plain Jian 


'TIENTSIN is in the headlines again. 
Two years ago it was the slaughter 
of thousands of ordinary Chinese folk by 
bombardment that made the town “news.” 
Today it is a dispute between Britain and 
Japan over their respective “rights.” 
Meanwhile four Chinese coolies, accused 
of the murder of a Japanese customs officer, 
lie in jail blissfully unaware that they are 
the central figures in an international crisis. 
I dont think anything really serious 
will develop out of this incident: when 
things are apparently at their worst the 
home governments will reveal their hands 
and their will be face-saving on both sides. 
But suppose war does result? 


What They'll Tell Us 


We shall be told that the lads sent out 
to the Far East will be fighting to protect 
innocent British lives and to put a stop 
once and for all to the “Yellow Peril” 
spreading from Japan throughout Asia. “It 
will be India the Japs will be wanting 
next!” we will be told. “Can we let such 
things be?” 

While we are still at peace we ought tc 
get quite clear in our minds what is really 
behind this squabble in the Pacific. 

In the first place, whether these four 
coolies are guilty or not is not really the 
issue at dispute; any more than vengeance 
for the murder of the Archduke Ferdinand 
was the cause of the Great War. Both 
murders were pretexts: something much 
bigger than “justice” was at stake. 

Who is to have the “right” to exploit the 
Chinese workers and peasants—Japan, or 
Britain, France and America? That is the 
question which will be partly answered by 
the settlement of the Tientsin affair. 


Why are “ We” There ? 

What are “we” doing in China? 
when did “we” arrive there? 

“We” (meaning British merchants and 
representatives of British industrialists and 
financiers and the British Government) 
made war on China in the 1860’s because 
the Chinese didn’t want to do business 
with “us.” 

The fruits of “our” victory were footholds 
on Chinese soil—called “concessions’—and 
the “right” to exploit Chinese labour. 

Japanese merchants, industrialists and 
financiers are envious, and are trying to 
get a share by the same methods as “we” 
used. 


And 


(Continued on back page) 


* PEACE 


NEWS = 


June 23, 1939 


The Case Against Conscription: 


LITERATURE FOR THE 
OBJECTOR 


E have received several requests for advice on literature 
dealing with conscription in general and the Military Training 
Act in particular, and in reply we give below descriptions of 
several recent leaflets and pamphlets which should be of value to all 


who desire to come to a decision 


upon this question. 


So far as the broad principles involved are concerned, John 
William Graham’s Conscription and Conscience (published by Allen 
and Unwin and now out of print) is, of course, the classic exposition. 


The Conscription of Youth: At What 
Price? To What End? By Wilfred Wel- 
lock. Peace Pledge Union. 1d. 


Mr. Wellock sees the introduction of con- 
scription as a social danger: it is further 
step towards totalitarianism. He is not at 
all persuaded that the Military Training 
Act has been passed in response to a mili- 
tary emergency. It is a measure destined 
for use on the “ home front ”; 


No one doubts that economic crises of the first 
magnitude portend. Soon rather than late the 
process of armaments expansion must come to 
an end. When that happens a serious economic 
crisis will quickly develop. Immediately every 
big power will close to the rest of their world 
all the markets over which it exercises mono- 
polistic control. Thus the policy of economic 
nationalism adopted by the Imperial Powers in 
the last world slump will be adopted by all the 
Big Powers, and on the most intensive scale. 
Thus by reason of the expansion of the Fascist 
Powers since the last slump, in the coming crisis, 
Britain and the other Imperial Powers will be 
confronted with a greater restriction of markets 
than they have ever experienced. Hence unem- 
ployment in this country will be on an unprece- 
dented scale, whence a situation of grave social 
unrest will arise. 


There can be no doubt that the Government 
foresees that possibility, and the necessity of pre- 
paring to meet it. Such a situation would be 
the danger point for capitalism in this count and 
conscription would be an admirable preparation 
for dealing with it... 

I am therefore driven to the conclusion that 
the purpose of conscription is less to meet a war 
situation, at any rate in the fairly near future, 
than to increase the Government’s hold upon the 
man-power of the country, so that in the day of 
grave crisis it will be in a position to hold the 
people down, and if need be to convert the 
pares ed into what would be in essence a Fascist 

ate. 


This is a clearly written and well- 


informed indictment of conscription from 
an unusual angle. i 


Conscription. By J. M. Todd. 
Pledge Union. 3d. 


This is the fully argued Christian pacifist 
case against conscription. 


After dealing with the philosophical basis 
of the controversy Mr. Todd turns to the 
facts of the case; conscription and the right 
of the individual in the ideal state, and in 
nation-states as they are, and conscription 
as a factor in the preservation of the nation 
state. He then proceeds to discuss possible 
remedies and so closely written is his thesis 
that summary is hardly Yessible without 
doing gross injustice to OBity exists 


So long as national sover gnty exists, he 
argues, conscription will hg possible. 


Certain it is that at the‘ moment national 
sovereignty implies conscription and that it is 
only by a revolutionary change of outlook and of 
spiritual conviction that this system is likely to 
be changed in the near future. This almost 
certainly could only be accomplished by a great 
act of will and through the leadership of a man 
comparable with those few men wha have lived 
and have changed men’s hearts. Mahatma 
Gandhi alone today reaches to anything of that 
stature. .. The subjection to national 
sovereignty implies the liability to compulsion: 
the prevalence of war implies the likelihood of 
conscription 


Peace 


Conscription, 1939. By Carl Heath. 
Friends’ Peace Committee. 1d. 


This Quaker statement of the case against 
conscription summarizes thus the reasons 
why the Christian objector takes his stand: 

1. All war is contrary to the teaching and the 
spirit of Jesus Christ. . 

2. The war method destroys the free person- 
ality, changing the free man into an unfree factor 
in a fighting machine thereby destroying the 


exercise of his moral responsibility toward his 
fellow-men ' ww 


at ne Oe ah Se 
WAR'S STARK REALITY ! 
“NIE WIEDER KRIEG” 
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF MAN'S 
INHUMANITY THAT | WILL, AMAZE YOU. 
(\/- plus 24d. postage) 
KAY'S BOOKSHOP, Bramley, near Guildford 


3. The free person owes his first allegiance to 
God and not to the State. The killing of men 
in whom also is the Light of God, can never 
be made moral by the State. 

4. The practical realism of Jesus meets evil 
on a quite other basis, undoing it, not by violent 
force, but by a patient enduring constructiveness. 

The leaflet contains a reprint of the 
minute of the adjourned yearly meeting of 
the Society of Friends, January, 1916, and 
the statement issued by the Society on May 
5, 1939: “The Military Training Bill: An 
Appeal to the Nation.” 


Willing Service or Compulsion? By 
Captain Liddell Hart. The Cobden Club. 
2d. 

Captain Liddell Hart, the famous military 
correspondent of The Times, objects to 
conscription on the score of expediency as 
well as that of principle. 

Conscription is unjust: it affects those who 
have had no responsibility for the course of 
events that might lead to their being called 
to fight: 


“The clamour for compulsory service has a 
hollow note when it comes from men whose 


ladder of years stretches far enough to provide ~ 


their own fire escape. It is fundamentally 
indecent for anyone to urge conscription who is 
not of the age or sex to be conscripted for 
fighting service.” 

Conscription does not make for efficiency: 
the experience of Spain, and the opinion of 
Sir Auckland Geddes, Director of Recruit- 
ing, 1916-17, and Minister of National Ser- 
vice 1917-19, are quoted. 


Conscription is a step towards totalitar- 
ianism: here the argument is not by a 
socialist and a pacifist as is Wilfred Wellock, 
but by an upholder of the best British 
liberal-capitalist traditions, and a military 
man. 


Leaflets 


An Open Letter to Men of Conscription 
Age and Their Parents. By Richard Bland. 
Feace Pledge Union. 100, 6d. 1,000, 4s. 


From Versailles to Conscription and ???. 
By J. W. Kneeshaw. Forward, 26, Civic 
Street, Glasg>w. 100, %s. 6d. 500, 305. 
1,000, £2 15s. 

“Please be notified that I have not nurtured 
a son for twenty years in the principles of 
Christianity and Good Citizenship training him 
to become obedient to the law and a credit to his 
generation, for you, or any other Government, to 
claim him now to be a cog in the wheels of a 
military machine which threatens mankind with 
annihilation or by its colossal cost, with abject 
starvation.” 

This is the opening sentence of a letter written 
to the Prime Minister by “The Unknown 
Mother,” which has now been issued in leaflet 
form by the Women’s Co-operative Guild and is 
obtainable from them at 7 Prescot Street, London, 
E.l. 


The Joint Advisory Bureau has issued 
two pamphlets describing the Military 
Training Act and the Regulations and 
giving advice to objectors. They have 
already been reviewed in Peace News and 
are obtainable, price one penny each, from 
the Bureau at 6 Endsleigh Street, London, 
W.C.1. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Subjects for Peace Congress 
Is Federation Possible? 
—Or Desirable? 


THE agenda of this year’s National Peace 

Congress, which is to meet at Friends 
House, London from July 7 to 9, reflects 
the programme of the “National Petition 
for a new Peace Conference” and it is 
hoped that the discussions will give an up- 


to-date definition to the Petition policy and , 


perhaps show the way to a new stage in 
the Petition campaign. 

Two sessions will be devoted to the eco- 
nomic and social aspects of a constructive 
peace policy and in these sessions the Con- 
gress will have the assistance of Pro- 
FEssor N. F. Hatt, who wrote the reports 
on the nutrition work of the League of 
Nations, Sir JoHN Harris, Lorp Tavistock, 
Miss AGATHA HaRRISON, the Rev. LEYTON 
Ricuarps, and C. Ropen Buxron. 

Rather outside the general theme of the 
Congress will be sessions on the refugee 
problem and upon the Military Training 
Act and its implications. Proressor Nor- 
MAN BENTWICH, Miss ALINE MackINNON 
(who is in charge of the Co-ordinating 
Committee for refugee work), the Rev. 
Henry Carter, GEORGE LANSBURY, MLP., 
and RonaLp Kipp: (of the National Council 
for Civil Liberties) are among the intro- 
ductory speakers in this section of the 
Congress. 


Discussing Federation 


The Congress will attempt to give more 
precision, however, to that part of the 
policy of the National Petition which dealt 
with the future of international organiza- 
tion on the political side. 

A session which should be one of the 
most stimulating of the Congress is to dis- 
cuss the future of the League and of world 
order in general, under the competent 
leadership of SENOR DE MapaRIAGA—many 
times Spanish representative at Geneva 
and Dr. C. E. M. Joap. Dr. Joap, who is 
the present Chairman of the National 
Peace Council, is likely to speak in favour 
of the plan for a democratic Federal Union 
—which is gaining currency in the United 


States and this country—and to urge the #4 


British peace organizations to make the 
plan a central point in their propaganda. 
The organizers of the Congress, by the 


l'way, hoped to have this federal project 


spoken to by one of its originators, 
CLARENCE STREIT, the American journalist 
who was in Geneva for years and has 
created a stir with his book Union Now. 
Mr. STrREIT was unable to accept an in- 
vitation to be over in time for the Con- 
gress, but it is hoped to read to this par- 
ticular session a special message sent by 
him from the United States. 

Mr. C. D. Kimoaer, secretary of Federal 
Union (the British organization) will 
speak on the subject. He was one of those 
pioneers who, as in most great movements, 
did a great deal of spade work in quietly 
working out the idea before anyone else 
hit the headlines as the “ discoverer ” of it. 


Congress “ Preview ”’ 


| KNOW I shall not be the only one who 
will find this aspect of the Congress 
one of the most interesting. 

I do not say it will be the most helpful, 
necessarily, at any rate to pacifists. Be- 
cause I have had something of a “preview” 
of it, and that has raised doubts in my 
mind. 

Mr. KIMBER, as some will know, out- 
lined the idea of a federal union of States 
both to the Executive and to the London 
Group Leaders of the Peace Pledge Union. 
And though in neither case was he able to 
gain official support, on both occasions he 
was at pains to minimize the “defence” 
aspect of such a union. He put it that it 
was merely incidental that it would have 
the “ advantage ” of overwhelming force. 

I then sought Mr. Joap’s opinion. I told 
him that many pacifists felt able to over- 
look this incidental “disadvantage” (as 
they would call it!), because it was all one 
to them whether they were asked to fight 
for King, country, or democratic union, 
but that federation was in itself a good 
principle and could be used as a construc- 
tive force. He expressed surprise at that. 


°° Colleetive Security ”’ 
LIYE put it to me, as his own personal 
opinion, that willingness to use the 
overwhelming force was essential to the 
acceptance of the federal idea. 

He said, of. course, that he thorght it 
would be so overwhelming that it would 


“No Conseri ption” 


¥ OOK aut for “No Conscription,” 

the new monthly organ of the 
No Conscription League, in which it is 
hopes to collate all anti-conscription 
news in order to bring it more 


forcibly before the public. 
Copies are obtainable at 100 for 
3s. 6d. from the publishers, the New 


Leader, Ltd., 35 St. Bride Street, 
London, E.C.4, while a stock is also 
being kept at Dick Sheppard House 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


American Methodists 


Support C.O.’s 


LEAFLET entitled The Case for 
4 Methodist Conscientious Objectors, 
published by the Commission on World 
Peace of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the United States, shows how that church 
has spoken in defence of conscientious 
objectors. 


It quotes a statement by the General Con- 
ference, “the officially constituted voice of 
the Methodist Church on all matters of 
doctrine and discipline,” asking the Govern- 
ment 
“to grant to members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church who may be conscientious objectors to 
war, the same exemption from military service as 
has long been granted to members of the Society 
of Friends and similar religious organizations,” 
and asking “all educational institutions 
which require military training to excuse 
from such training any student belonging 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church who has 
conscientious scruples against military 
training.” 


* Peace News ” Offices 
3, Blacxsiock Road, 
London, N.4 


never need to“-be used—“ all the old argu- 
ments for collective security,” as he him- 
self put it. Yet I did not then feel called 
upon to retaliate with “all the old argu- 
ments” against it. 

Not because I am not as much opposed 
to what is generally understood by collec- 
tive security as ever I was, but because I 
found myself in the position of the pacifist 
who stood by the League of Nations 
through thick and thin (until it became a 
bit too thick!) for the sake of its construc- 
tive aspect. Like the pacifist of those days, 
I felt it legitimate to emphasize the one 
aspect, soft-pedal the other, and so per- 
suade myself to support the whole. 

But Mr. Joap would not have it. He 
may be right. I am now left in a doubt 
that may or may not be removed by the 
discussions at the National Peace Congress 
in a fortnight’s time. 

I know many pacifists support Federal 
Union wholeheartedly, so I hope that they 
—as well as many others—will attend the 
Congress, especially on the Saturday morn- 
ing, when it will be discussed. 


Co-operators’ Congress 


A CONGRESS which has just been held, 
at which a large majority at any 
rate certainty had no doubts about the 
Pacifist policy, was that of the Women's 
Co-operative Guild, held at Hul! last week. 
An outstanding decision was the reaffir- 
mation of the Guild’s policy of complete 
opposition to war. An amendment sought 
to limit the opposition to imperialist war 
(if, indeed, that is a limitation, in view of 
i experience of Spain), but it was defea- 
ted. 

Even more indicative of the women co- 
operators’ determined opposition to any 
suggestion that war may not be avoided 
was their rejection of a resolution and all 
its amendments calling for more efficient 
air raid precautions. 

The conscription issue (reports the Co- 
operative News) “brought mother after 
mother to the microphone declaring that 
they would not give their sons to murder 
other women’s sons.” : 

H.S.M. 
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“KEEP US OUT OF WAR! 


Nation-wide 


| 


. PEACE NEWS 


American 


Demand to Congress 


HE attitude of the President and Government spokesmen of 
the United States to European affairs—typified most recently 
by references, in connexion with the King’s visit, to the 
country’s close ties with Britain—has stirred the people of the 
United States into a greater demand than usual that Congress keep 


them out of war. 


Within two months. according to an Associated Press message. Congress- 
men have received a million letters from their constituents. 


Farmers, labour, business groups representatives of all these groups have 


united in demanding one thing: 


that under no circumstances is the United States 


to give aid to one power or another to the extent that American participation in 


war becomes “ necessary.” 


A Resolution 


The hopes and fears of individuals in all 
walks of life are perhaps adequately ex- 
pressed in the following resolution intro- 
duced in the Senate by Senator Bridges of 
New Hampshire: 

* Resolved, That the Senate of the United States 
does hereby express its disapproval and force- 
fully condemns all inflammatory statements and 
press releases of the high officials of this Govern- 
ment which have the effect of antagonizing the 
peoples of other nations against us; which tend 
to create civil unrest; which tend to have a detri- 
mental influence on American industry; and which 
create war hysteria in this country. 

“Tnat it is the sense of the Senate that this 
Governir.ent must do all in its power to prevent 
Ame ican manhood from dying on the battle- 
fields of Europe and to prevent American women 
and children from the hazards which modern 
war presents to noncombatants at home. 

“That the Senate urges upon the people of the 
United States cool and calm consideration of 
events transpiring in Europe to the end that they 
may not be lashed into war fever by militant 
utterances from whatever source.” 


COMMITTED HIS COUNTRY 

The following three statements serve to 
indicate the opinions of individuals and 
organized groups against policies likely to 
lead to war: 

“When Roosevelt adopted the editorial 
article in the Washington Post, which in- 
cluded the words, ‘Nothing less than a 
show of preponderant force will stop them’ 
—Germany and Italy—he_ theoretically 
committed this country to the use of arms. 
For how else can we effectively show force 
than by the utilization of our war machine? 
Does not Roosevelt realize the temper of 
the American people is for peace, and they 
will never approve going to war by fall? 
Why cannot the President set our minds at 
rest by proclaiming that he will not urge 
America to enter another European war?” 
—Rep. Lewis D. Thill, Wisconsin, 


DEPARTURE FROM TRADITION 


“For over a year President Roosevelt 
and his Cabinet have denounced Hitler and | 
Mussolini in violent and provocative lan-j; 
guage. For the first time in our history 
our foreign policy “has been based upon} 
hatred, threats, and attacks on the forms 
of government and rulers of foreign 
nations. It is the most amazing departure 
from American traditions and has created 
war hysteria at home and hatred abroad.” 
—Rep. Hamilton Fish, N.Y, 


RIGHT TO CHOOSE 


“We who do the fighting, the dying, the 
starving and the paying for war want the 
right to make the all-important choice. By 
the thousands, we farm people—old and 
young—signed war referendum petitions 


War Outbids 
Nature 


Standard” reported 


HE “ Evening 
recently: 


“Vesuvius is erupting. Once upon a 
lime this would have been big news. For 
sixteen years after A.D. 63 surrounding 
towns lived in deadly peril. At least three 
were destroyed. Then for centuries she 
hoarded her venom, only to break out in 
a terrific paroxysm on December 16, 1631, 
killing 18,000 people. Today Nature makes 
a poor showing in competition with the 
eruptions evoked inthe mind of man. How 
many people today remember the earih- 
quake in Japan in 1923? It destroyed 
Tokyo and Yokohama and killed 160,000 
people. Compared with the earthquake 


evoked by Japan herself in China it is a 
miniature affair.” 


In other words, mankind is so occupied 


A PALESTINE 
TRAGEDY 


Death of Mr. Hugh 
Bingham 


PYAR: HUGH BINGHAM, who was woun- 
l ded in Palestine four months ago, 
died in hospital on Saturday night. The 
funeral ceremony was conducted on Sunday 
in the Anglo-German Cemetery on Mount 
Zion by Herr Kappes, a German Quaker. 
Mr. Bingham went to Palestine on be- 
half of the Peace Army to offer friendship 
and personal service in the name of peace, 
and to explore the possibilities of future 


“ANSWER OF LOVE” 


A statement to Peace News from the 
Peace Army says: “He told a colleague in 
the Peace Army that he was going to 
Palestine to make the answer of love to the 
strife there. We believe that this answer, 
made at the cost of his own life, must be 
a real power for peace. 

“ He has brought to the service of peace 
the courage and endurance that are often 
poured out in war. His friends in the 
peace movement will want to live and 
work better, and to give themselves more 
completely to the service of peace because 
of what he has done.” 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


A memorial service to Hugh Bingham will be 
held in the Weigh House Church, Duke Street, 
London, W.1, at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday (June 29). 
It has been arranged especially for members of 
the Peace Pledge Union and Peace Army, and 
the Rev. Paul Gliddon. Dr. Maude Royden and 


in destroying -itself that it has little time 
or energy left for its own protection against 
nature, 


THREE NAMES FOR 
MURDER | 


THE Bishop of Waikato (New Zealand), 

writing in his Diocesan Magazine, 
emphasizes that murder, capital pnish- 
ment, and war are all wrong and contrary 
to the New Testament. 


“Murder we know is wrong and is punished,” 
he said. ‘Capital Punishment is murder by a 
Government, ie., representatives of many in- 
dividuals and is equally wrong. It is a terrible 
sign of weakness, like a teacher, who turns a boy 
or girl out of the room, because he can't make 
the pupil behave! And if only we knew enough 
about the delicate nature of the human brain, 
we should know that every murderer is not quite 
sane. War is murder of nen by nations, which 
also are many individuals led or inspired by 
Governments.” 

“War is wicked and wrong from the Christian 
point of view absolutely. But many individuals. 
Governments and nations are not Christians. 
Well then, war is profoundly stupid and silly and 
never accomplishes what it sets out todo. You 
do not agree? Well, was the last war “a War to 
end War?” Did it make our country one fit for 
heroes to live in? How did any part of our 
Empire treat those who risked their all. when 
{hey returned? Do we suppose that our children 
are any better off during the last 20 years because 
we went to war 1914 to 18? 

“But if a war breaks out—which God forbid— 
and the country calls, shall we go and help? 


“Though we know it is wrong, wrong, wrong, 
I expect we shall! 


Education in Kenya 
A Hansard report shows that in 1937 while 


and now ask again that the war referen-|the expenditure per head on European children’s 


dum become an amendment to the Con-| education 


stitution—a new section of the Bill of 


(out of central revenue in Kenya 
Colony) was £18 12s., it was only 14s. 3d. per 
head on the education of African children, but 


Rights.”"—Mary Jo Uphoff, Director of Edu-| 9 per cent of this revenue was derived by direct 


cation, North Dakota Farmers Union. 


taxation of the Africans. 


Dutch Workers for Peace 


"TWO of the most outstanding organiza- 
® tions working for peace in Holland today 
are the International Anti-Militarist Union 
(IAMV) and the International Anti- 
Militarist Bureau (IAMB). Below is a brief 
outline of events leading up to their origin. 

In 1904 Domela Nieuwenhuis, in co-operation 
with various friends from abroad, convened 
the first international anti-militarist congress at 
Amsterdam; ~where. among others, 116,000 
English miners and 100,000 organized Spanish 
workmen were represented. It was in this year 
that the IAMV was founded. 

In 1907 a second congress was held in Amster- 
dam, but of the IAMV only the Dutch section 
remained alive. 


When war broke out in 1914 the anti-militarits 
had no united international organization, while 
the parliamentary socialists nearly everywhere 
placed themselves on the side of their govern- 
ments. 


Since 1917 the IAMV in Holland has been 
endeavouring to bring about again international 
contact. In 1920 an international conference 
was convened in The Hague to prepare the way 
for a Third International Anti-Militarist Con- 
gress to be held there in 1921. At this congress 
the IAMB was founded, its object being to unite 
in one international federation all organizations 
of labourers, women, youths, anti-militarists and 
anarchists who subscribe to its programme of 
work, 


Miss Muriel Lester will take part. 


Some men get a new zest for life through the 


exhilaration of facing death. And their example 
shows that peace, as well as war, can have ex- 
ploits of courage and daring. 


—Daily Express, May 30. 


and spend a jolly 
and healthy holiday 
in their company. 
Note the very reason- 
able prices. Write for 
illustrated booklet, 
which describes the Co- 
operative Holidays Asso- 


ciation’s arrangements for 


The Crime of 
Conscription 


HAT these young men of conscription 

age represent is life and the future. 
War, and the preparation for it represents 
death and the past, with all its outworn 
methods and beliefs. 

To enforce upon youth the necessity tor 
taking sides with death and the past is 
pure retrogression. It is a denial of the 
ideals and the creativeness natural to them, 
a denial of the desire in which they have 
been raised for understanding and friend- 
ship between nations ; finally, it is a denial 
of their right to understand kinship under 
the Fatherhood of God, or the innate belief 
in the unity of the human race, with the 
peoples of countries overseas. 

As such it is a crime against life itself 
which all the idealism and forward-looking 
enthusiasm of youth should be called upon 
to resist. 

--The Conscription of Youth, by Wilfred 
Wellock. 


Help 


for China’s 
Miilions 


OVER thirty million homeless refugees 
in China need medical attention, food, 
clothing and bedding. 

The Stockport and District China Relief 
Committee sends out aid to these tortured 
people, but unless further help is forth- 
coming its efforts will be greatly impaired. 

If anyone can send odd balls of knitting wol, 
“any colour, or better still, knit blankets like the 
old-fashioned patchwork quilts. the committee 
will be very grateful. Old linen, blankets, and 
avarm clothing are badly needed at once, as con- 
signments sent out in June will only reach their 
destination in the autumn, owing to the difti- 
culty of road transport in China. 

Any further particulars can be obtained from 
the honorary secretary, Miss D. E. Smith. “ High- 
field,” Heaton Norris, Stockport, Cheshire. 


Should We Fight 
For These ? 


“It is our tragedy that we must resist 
Nazism with a divided mind. 

“Who would willingly confess that he is 
fighting for the preservation of the wage 
system; for perpetuation of the opportunity 
to exploit African natives and drain Asia 
of wealth; for the simultaneous rapine of 
colonial soil and ruin by neglect of our 
own; for the indefinite acceptance of class 
privilege, and for the defence of the kind 
of liberty enjoyed in the Special 
Areas .. .?” 


—KEditorial in The New English ‘Yeekly. 


holidays at its forty delightful Guest Houses in Great Britain and on 


the Continent. During the season a series of excursions is arranged 


for every Centre, four being taken each week, under the guidance 
of a reliable leader. A host and hostess are also appointed to arrange 


social activities. 


CHARGES : 
IN GREAT BRITAIN 


from 40/- to 55/- per week 


excluding cost of Excursions which 
ranges from 2/3 to 19/6 per week. 


HOLIDAYS 


excluding cost of 
Excursions. 


Write for Booklet—and specify (a) Home Centres or (b) Continental, to 


CO-OPERATIVE 


ASSOCIATION 


ROOM W, BIRCH HEYS, FALLOWFIELD, MANCHESTER, 14 


HOLIDAYS 


CONTINENTAL HOLIDAYS 
from £7:17:6 
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Prof.G. E. G. CATLIN 


‘Speaking Personally” on 


PERPETUAL 


PEACE . 


: OW I am going to say something 
N about which most pacifists will dis- 

agree with me, and about which I 
don’t ask them ‘to accept my word— 
although I am as sure about it as I am sure 
about anything. 

Our job, if we have a world State, is to 
see that pacifists are in charge, control the 
relations between nation and nation—men 
who profoundly disbelieve in War-and- 
State and who profoundly believe in the 
works of civilization. 

How are we to put the pacifist there? He 
is now like a John the Baptist—or a John 
Brown the Abolitionist, for that matter— 
crying in the wilderness. Or are we to 
subjugate him and ourselves, maybe for a 
hundred years, to Cesarean or some other 
totalitarian tyranny, and imprisonment or 
persecution? 

The task of those “of the brotherhood,” 
the pacifist brotherhood, is to confirm 
themselves in the faith and in indifference 
to these things which involve the weapons 
of violence and the inevitable propaganda 
of hate—what Gilbert Murray called “the 
rising sea of mendacity "—the sea which 
always rises, mankind being what man is 
and naturally sinful. But what shall those 
do who are “in the world”? 


THs is the second of two articles by 

Professor G. E. G. Catlin, the 
twenty-fifth contributor to our series 
“Speaking Personally ”—a forum for 
the expression of individual opinions. 


Next week will appear the first of 
three articles by 
WILFRED WELLOCK 


on “Can Fascism Survive?” 


Previous writers under the heading 
“ Speaking Personally ” have included 
Leonard Barnes, Lord Ponsonby, Mid- 
dleton Murry, Max Plowman, Vera 
Brittain and Laurence Housman. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO | 
‘PEACE NEWS’ READERS 


The “New Leader,” LLP. Organ, 
which leads the struggle against Con- 
scription and War in the Labour Move- 
ment, will be sent to you for 2s. 6d. for 
six months, :post free, if .you use 
this form. 


} 


Natme.ceesesseccsseserercsscccarsccsevenesees 
Add eEss.ccccccacccresccccccccesevsccesesess 


cccsccasecemvecocococuvehdecssaceces 
Post with 2s. 6d. to™ New'Leader”” | 
35, St. ‘Bride Street, Londen, B.CA. 


DERHAPS I am like the Tempter, offer- 

ing the Kingdoms of the World, if I 
reply that their ‘task is to see that the 
pacifist, and those who think like him, are 
put in charge if war comes and after war 
peace. These are the men we must have— 
over against the Clemenceaus and Goer- 
ings—at the Peace Conference. We must 
entrench them at Geneva or wherever the 
world capital may be, after that confer- 
ence. And these are the men we must have 
to see that there isa world capital and not 
just one more disillusion and one more 
step to the Next Great Better War of 1960. 
That is a matter of determination, a matter 
of conspiracy, and a matter of force. 

“In the world” men are seldom stirred 
to action unless they have something to 
hate—devils to fight. It is not enough to 
offer a positive constructive creed. 

It is of the very nature of “ the world” 
that hate, which makes men uncomfort- 
able, is stronger than love. The Capitalist 
have the Bolsheviks as their devils, and 
the Bolsheviks have the Capitalist devil, 
and the Nazis have the Jews. Now the 
anti-Nazis have the Germans. For myself, 
if I must have devils, I would rather have 
the “governing classes” whose comfort 
and power obstruct change for the material 
advance of the common man (his spiritual 
advance depends upon none of these). 

The governing classes have at last 


Revolution... 


WAR delayed is a war not started. 


answer ? The workers. 


Is there another 
The absolute certainty of the 


revolutionary threat, so soon as Germany is defeated, if once 


war is begun. 


A World State, a Federal World State respecting all 


nationalities, is the basis of any international law properly so 


called as an instrument of equity. 


This should be achieved by 


existing statesmanship if the existing statesmen will permit it. 


And, if not, then the moral certainty, aided by Russia, of revolu- 


tion in Germany, which will end as revolution in France and in 


Britain, revolution with no Notskis and no Scheidemanns. 


entered into an alliance with Moscow be- 
cause they believe that active Communism 
is now senile and that “ Russian National 


Socialism” has taken its place. Well, if 
another awakening succeeds another war, 
it is they who will be undeceived; and the 
“Russian Revolution” itself will be like 
but a breeze before the whirlwind in com- 
parison with what shall come. 


“War Consequences ” 

WHEN I find that an organization has 

* been founded called Federal Union, 
to substitute a World State, a Federal 
World State, and to end national sovereign- 
ties I prick up my ears. It is a tiny society 
at the moment; and I have no reason to 
suppose that those who put their names to 
it share my views or even mean business 
as I mean it. Perhaps it is all one more 
“ srand alliance” scheme of elderly gentle- 
men sitting around in Bloomsbury bed- 
rooms and Mayfair drawing rooms. 


°*Dulee et decorum est...” 


An Imaginary Conversation 


pe was a June morning full of loveliness 
and the promise of things even more 
lovely to come. A youth was singing the 
words: 
I vow to thee, my Country, 
All earthly things above, 
Entire and whole and perfect, 
The service of my love. 

His voice was alive with rapture even as 
the blackbird’s voice had been earlier in 
the morning. 

An elderly man looked up from his morn- 
ing paper. There is a lad of promise, he 
thought. He addressed the youth, asking 
him if he intended to join His Majesty’s 
fighting forces, whereupon ensued the 
following conversation. 


* 

The Youth: No, sir, warfare is not a’ser- 
vice of love. Love must create, restore and 
heal. The service of love resembles the 
gardener’s care for his flowers, the mother’s 
care for her child, the doctor’s care for the 
sick. Love casts out fear, it is a wide ex- 
panding thing, travelling wherever the 
mind can travel. It cannot sit at home in 
fear manufacturing weapons of destruction. 

‘Elderly Mian: You say love’s service re- 
sembles:-the gardener’s care for his plants. 


100, 


(JUST FOR 


A CHANGE) 


The St. Pancras Building Society does not, of course, pay 
interest at the rate of One Hundred Per Cent. These 
announcements have made clear to most readers (we trust) 
that the yield -aiforded from the Society's Shares, and “paid 


free of tax, is four per cent. 


The Society does, however, give to its members One 
Hundred Per Cent. security for their money: of as nearly 
that as this imperfect world allows. Its funds are placed in 
carefully chosen mortgage securities spread over a very wide 
area. Moctgages are constantly reduced or paid off, and 
the funds thus:released are speedily re-invested in further 


securities selected in the samo prudent way. 


The Society's 


assets are therefore always changing, always strengthening, 


and the subject of constant supervision. 


Managing Director: E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANGRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1 


Does not the gardener kill the slugs that 
threaten the well-being of his flowers? 

Youth: Yes, but he does not wantonly 
destroy the flowers with the slugs. The 
doctor does not aim at killing the patient 
to arrest the disease. I use love as my wea- 
pon. I find it is very beneficial to the 
“flowers” and at the same time works won- 
ders with the “slugs.” 

Elderly Man: You owe your country a 
practical service my boy. 

Youth: Sir, I owe the whole world my 
Service. There is not a quarter of the 
globe that does not contain something that 
I love. There is no place in the world. that 
I wish to deface with bombs. 


* 


Elderly Man: You belang to England; she 
has reared you; she should be your care. 

Youth: As well might you say that I must 
never look beyond the bounds of the small 
village in which I was born. I cannot be 
blind to the gifts that I have received from 
lands beyond. England’s compass. Gifts of 
science, art,’music, and: philosophy: as-well 
as of nature. 

Yoursuggest that I should tearn to.slaugh- 
ter my fellow-men. That I will never do. 
I would rather help them to a fuller and 


‘better life, I would rather fight poverty and 
disease. What right have I to.destroy what 


God has*made in Hissrown image. There 
is good in. every man. Think what a lot of 
good I should trample on-in the vain at- 
tempt to exterminate.a little evil,,and that 
evil would only spring up more:abundantly 
for the harsh pruning it had received. 


¥% 


The evils of the world are such that 
cannot be exterminated by.bombs and _ poi- 
sonous gases. You cannot overcome evil 
with evil. I seeno good or gain in the use 
of bombs, &c.; only harm, waste, misery 
and destruction. Therefore, I refuse to use 
them. 

The evils of the world are selfishness, 
oppression and blindness to the needs of 
others. To counter these I offer the service 
of my love. Love is the most powerful and 
vital force in the world. The truth that 
evil can be overcome by good is firmly plan- 
ted in my mind by experience. 

Elderly Man: Such principles will not 
carry you far in this world my boy. 

Youth: Sir, it is the truth as I see it, and 
as I see truth I must live: by it, carry me 
where it will. 


nr 
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There are many who feel that it is better 
to fight for a deception than not to fight at 
all. The thing that matters is to “defeat 
Germany and Hitler” in their probable 
aggressive plans. After that, “ideals” and 
“war objects” can settle themselves. 


I agree! Or, at least, let me say, for 
argument, that I agree. (I mean, I don’t 
propose to let Hitler establish a new Fas- 
cist version of the Roman Empire!—al- 
though I propose even less to see some new 
uneasy Balance of Power, which is the 
vice towards which always tends British 
policy.) 

But the “war consequences” must be 
something very different~if war comes, 
and we must see that it does not—from 
what these good people expect. The war 
consequences must end France and Britain 
as well as Germany as national sovereign- 
ties. There must be a new sovereign, there 
at Geneva, or wherever it may be, indubi- 
tably sovereign over all. 


How many of our pecple will like this? 
How many will betray it after they have 
made others fight a war to get it—“ to pre- 
vent the German war menace, the German 
threat to International Law”? How shall 
we prevent such an imperialist betrayal, 
with its consequences in more “ menaces,” 
when the losers recover, and more wars, 
endless wars? How to see that democracy 
and peace in fact triumph? A war de- 
layed is a war not started. Is there another 
answer? The workers. The absolute cer- 
tainty of the revoluntionary threat, so 
soon as Germany is defeated, if once war 
is begun. 


The Inescapable Answer 


A WORLD State, a Federal World State 

respecting all nationalities, is the basis 
of any international law properly so called 
as an instrument of equity. This should 
be achieved by existing statesmanship if 
the existing statesmen will permit it. And, 
if not, then the moral certainty, aided by 
Russia, of revolution in Germany, which 
will end as revolution in France: and in 
Britain, revolution with no Notskis and no 
Scheidemanns. 

Here is the inescapable answer. Peace, 
if we may have peace. The mood of peace. 
But if not peace, not Duff Cooper (who 
will "remember Duff Cooper, cry “Vive, 
Duff Cooper ” in those days), not Churchill, 
but Lenin. Ifonce more, never once again. 


“Don’t Register” Advice 
May ‘Lead to 


Prosecution 


A WARNING . that pacifists.attempting to 

persuade young men ‘not to’ register 
under the Military Training Act might be 
prosecuted, was given by the Home ‘Secre- 
tary in the House of Commons last Thurs- 
day. z 

Major Stourton (Conservative,.South Salford) 
asked’ the Home Secretary whether his atten- 
tion “has been drawn to the activities of the 
Peace Pledge Union whose _ representatives 
exerted every effort to deter young men from 
registering under the Military Training Act; and 
whether any official action is contemplated to 
deal with this breach of the law?” 

Sir Samuel Hoare replied: “I um aware of 
the general attitude of the Peace Pledge Union 
to the Military Training Act, but no evidence of 
direct attempts by representatives of the Union 
to dissuade young men from registering as 
required by the Act has been brought to my 
notice. Any such attempt may expose the 
persons to the risk of proceedings at law.” 


Stuart Morris, chairman of the PPU, has 
written to the Home Secretary -asking 
under what Act such prosecution would 
take place. 
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Non-Pacifist Has 
Given Most to 
Fighting Fund 


BY way of encouragement to others, and 
particularly to members of the Peace 

Pledge Unicon, we reveal that some of the 
best supporters of the Peace News Fighting 
Fund are not pacifists at all, or at any rate 
are not in complete sympathy with us. 

The donor of the largest sum so far ack- 
nowledged for example writes: 

“Though not agreeing with you on all points, 
I nevertheless absolutely endorse your repudia- 
tion of war, and therefore conscription, and all 
the rest of it. The mad futility and folly of it 
all, the ‘unreason’ of the whole dirty business! 
—so please accept the enclosed as an ‘anony- 
mous" offering.” 

We are pleased to acknowledge the fol- 
lowing contributions: 


£ s.d. 

Previously acknowledged ee ee 45 2 4} 
Anon., Greenford ee oe ioe 1 0 
Jessie Baston, Wingate on ee 2 6 
May McGhee, Moreton ee oe 2 6 
Mrs. Moore, Charlbury ve “I 3.0 
F, Parker .. a ab aie oe 6 5 
K. S. Lawrence, Fleet Street oe 2 6 
Alfred Conway .. a oie Ac 10 6 
“Enthusiastic farthings ” aé oe 5 0 
L. Wisttaft oe oo oe ee 2 6 
S. A. Riding A as ae oo 10 6 
E. J.B. Capper, The Sands... oe 3 0 
Hackney Group .. oe oe ee 5 0 
M. Gale, Oundle oe ee oe 2 6 
£47 18 93 


The Fighting Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union's work the subsidy at present paid 
to Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the 
current year.) 

Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


Are There Any More 


“ Bricks? ” 


LIAVE you sent your contribution to the 
£2 “Brick Fund” yet? 

Laurence Housman suggested at the 
opening of Dick Sheppard House, that 
every member should “be a brick” and help 
to pay for the house by sponsoring one of 
the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


Up to Wednesday morning 


10,107 


bricks had been sponsored. 

Mr. Frank B. Middleton, accountant of 
the PPU, will be glad to receive any 
further contributions at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 
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HOW THEY RESISTED 
No. I2 


IN 1916 . 


He Was Exempted 
Unconditionally: Rejected 


Employer’s 


‘Assistance ” 


war-time conscientious objectors, most of whom claimed com- 


ik previous issues of Peace News we have recalled how various 


plete exemption, faced the tribunals in 1916, and how invariably 
they were offered some alternative form of service, or were refused 


any compromise whatever. 


Here, however, is a CO who was granted complete exemption after 


asking that a decision should be made 
employers influencing it in any way. 


on his own appeal, without that of his 


By William Dixon 


OYN March 15, 1916, I was summoned to 

appear before the local Tribunal 
(single men first). The members were re- 
presentative of the business, social, and re- 
ligious life of the town, all decent, respect- 
able citizens. 


Unlike many of the Tribunals at that 
time, I was not asked any silly questions 
such as: what would you do if a German 
molested your sisters? &c. My written state- 
ment was read over, and I was asked what 
religious body I was connected with; did I 
join before the outbreak of war; how long 
I had been a member; if I could prove my 
membership; if I would accept work of 
national importance. 


Exemption Granted 


Before being asked to leave the room 
while members of the Tribunal considered 
my appeal I was asked if I had anything 
more to say. I then stated that I knew my 
employers were appealing for me on busi- 
ness grounds, but that I wanted a decision 
on my own appeal, without that of my 
employers influencing it in any way. After 
a short interval the chairman informed 
me that the Tribunal had decided to grant 
me absolute exemption. A woman sym- 
pathiser present said I should be put in a 
glass case! 


A year later, on March 26, 1917, the mili- 
tary representative appealed against the 
exemption on the grounds that in the 
national interest I should be placed on 
work of national importance. After a short 
hearing the Tribunal confirmed the pre- 
vious decision. 


Lord Ponsonby on 


The Alliances Tangle 


Lord Ponsonby spoke forcibly on the 
Government’s system of alliances during 
the discussion on foreign policy in the 
House of Lords on June 8. He said: - 


“"FHE number of commitments that we 
shall have if this tangle is woven fur- 
ther does make one pause and feel that this 
is not a method which is helping on the 
idea that the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs expressed so eloquently and so 
forcibly. While we are doing this, while 
we are putting up, as I think Lord Halifax 
said, these warning notices all round 
Europe, while we are disturbing the life 
of this country with rearmament, with 
ARP, with various activities all over the 
country, straining the nerves of. the people 
and straining the resources of the country, 
we are at the same time expressing the 
hope that time will come for discussion, for 
conciliation and for appeasement. 


THE ONLY SETTLEMENT 


{ know “conciliation” and “appeasement” 
are supposed to be words which ought not 
to be mentioned, but after all even those 
who disapprove of them know perfectly 
well that the differences between nations 
can only be settled in the council chamber 
and not upon the battlefield. What we are 
doing, if I may make a simile, is what we 
think of a watch-maker as doing. We see 
him trying to piece together the complex 
mechanism of a watch with the finest pos- 
sible tools, and we notice by his side a 
sledge-hammer. You say to him: “What 
is that sledge-hammer for?” And he re- 
plies: “If I fail with these I shall use that.” 


You say to him: “Don’t you know that will 
smash the watch?” and he replies: “Yes, I 
know.” 

That is what the Gevernment are domg 
at the moment. They are always weighing 
and measuring the length of the sledge- 
hammer, instead of engaging themselves in 
season and out of season with the real 
negotiations which may lead to a settle- 
ment. 


THE RIGHT OPPORTUNITY 


You may say we must wait for the right 
opportunity. It is always a difficult thing 
to know when is the right opportunity, but 
I think there were hopeful signs in what 
Lord Halifax said and in the intention he 
showed of meeting the Germans and talk- 
ing with them in certain conditions when 
the atmosphere became calmer. 

We must not mind their language. It is 
unfortunate, but we must disregard them 
and think the whole time of the people 
behind—the great German nation with 
whom we want to be friends. Let us take 
the opportunity when we can. 

May I in conclusion quote a very fine 
passage from a speech made by Sir Austen 
Chamberlain in 1922, when there was great 
opposition to the Irish Treaty? It is so fine 
a passage—and I think it has reference to 
present-day troubles—that I cannot resist 
quoting it. Sir Austen Chamberlain said: 

“Now and again in the affairs of men there 
comes a moment when courage is safer than 
prudence, when some great act of faith, touching 
the hearts and stirring the emotions of men, 
achieves a miracle that no act of statesmanship 


can compass. Such a moment may be passing 
before our eyes.” 


“Defend Your 
Heritage” 


Overheard at a Labour Exchange 
in Glamorgan recently from a man 
“on the Means Test”: 

“My two boys joined the ‘Terriers’ a 
fortnight ago. 

“The Means Test Investigator was at 
my house this week inquiring when the 
boys would have their bounty. 

“TI have struggied to bring them up and 
row they are not mine; the bounty due to 
them, if paid to them whilst at home, will 


be assessed and my money will be 
reduced.” 


Community 


Me WE realize that it is useless to try to re- 

design the superstructure of the old 
system while the foundations are at fault, 
and have decided that we must help to lay 
the foundations of a new order based on 
the principles of brotherhood and co- 
operation of all mankind. We therefore 
renounce the selfishness of the old order, 
and this can only be done by sharing our 
life together in a true community, work- 
ing not for personal reward but for the 
benefit of the whole, and holding all our 


material goods in common. Thus personal 
ambition will be relinquished for the 
higher ideal, and the individual person- 
ality, freed from the warping effects of 
commercialism, will be able to express it- 
self more fully in furthering that ideal” 

This is an extract from the statement of 
the aims and basis of the Elmsett Com- 
munity, which came into being at the be- 
ginning of this year. 


This Year’s Crops 


The work on the farm which was ob- 
tained at Elmsett was soon well in hand. 
The group intends to devote about three 
acres to blackcurrants. The rest of the 
22 acres-has been sown with wheat, clover, 
peas, and sugar beet. The community has 
30 head of poultry, and obtains its milk 
from goats 


The community planned to meet once a week 
as a council of full members to discuss the prob- 
Yems and the business of the community. The 


first council meeting elected a secretary and a‘ 


treasurer to act for the community for one year, 
these positions to be changed at the end of that 
period. An assistant was selected to help these 
two for a period of three months. 

Ths object of this is that if the members all 
have a chance of sharing in and learning the 
administrative work, they will be able to take on 
the administrative positions when they are 
changed. Hence there is no chance of the same 
individuals being constantly re-elected to admin- 
istrative work year after year and becoming an 
established authoritative influence within the 
community. 

A committee was also elected to plan the cul- 
tural activities of the community. This com- 
mittee is responsible for the library, study 
groups, Peace Pledge Union meetings, and for 
the Sunday evening services. and keeps the com- 
munity in touch with outside activities. 


Women are considered equal to mcn, and 


You can Help “Peace News” 
by 
SUPPORTING OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


and mentioning us in all replies to 
Advertisements. 


> 


Big Profits From 


Poison Gas 


Facts and figures showing the effect of 
the armament boom on the poisan gas 
industry: 

Imperial Chemical Industries declare a net 
profit for 1938 of over £7 million. Government 
policy at home and abroad has helped substan- 
tially to swell the £5 million dividends paid out 
to the shareholders. 

The ICI is, in fact, Britain's chemical! industry. 
Brunner, Mord and Co., Nobel [ndustries, Lid., 
United Alkali Co. and British Dyestuffs Cor- 
poration were the four main firms amalgamated 
12 years ago. 

The effect of the armament boom on the 
fortunes of the ICI is seen in the restoration 
of the earlier dividend rates. Distributions to 
the ordinary shareholders from ine formation of 
the company have been as follows: 
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The ICI does not regard itself as an armament 
firm. To the contrary, it emphasizes the part 
played by it in general industry. All the same 
the chemical combine formed by Lord Melchett 
stands supreme among the real armament trusts 
of today. 

The ICI manufactures non-ferrous metals like 
copper and nickel which are indispensable to 
the munition trade; it produces explosives, much 
more than the mine-owners will buy for blasting 
operations; and it turns out those chemicals sy 
essential for modern warfare. 

A subsidiary, ICI (Fertilizers and Synthetic 
Products), Ltd.. which turns ammonia _ into 
synthetic fertilizers and into explosives has for 
some years had its Gillingham factory equipped 


to produce arsenical gas at the rate of 200 tons 
a day. 


at Elmsett 


take their share in all work as far as it is 
physically possible for them—they are not 
confined to the kitchen. In order that no 
class difference in respect of work should 
arise, it was decided that all the menial 
work should be shared by rota. 


The members are very anxious that the com- 
munity should not become self-centred, and the 
regular sale of Peace News in the streets of 
Ipswich provides one means of contact; through 
this many people have been met who have shown 
a very keen interest in the activities of the com- 
munity. 

The community is also in membership with the 
Ipswich Co-operative Society, and hopes that the 
future may bring the means of stimulating a more 
active interest in the ideals of brotherhoad and 
co-operation which were originally behind the co- 
operative movement. 


Communications, preferably accompanied by a 
stamp, should be addressed to the Elmsett Com- 
munity at Nova Scotia Farm, Ipswich. 


The 
WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH, 


Duke Street, W.!. 


Rev. STUART D. MORRIS, M.A. 


will preach at fl a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Sunday (June 25) 


on 


Read the , 
SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD” 


Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4. 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY | 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Pree literature, including Recipes, from 
THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


TYPEWRITER RIBBONS 


Lancashire woven, London inked, ¥ Jin 
LAMB BRAND is the best ribbon made. i 


One or two colour, same price. State “/ 
coiours and machine. Postage 
Paid. 


Lamb Supplies, Adelphi Chambers, Preston. 
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PEACE .NEWS|A QUESTION FOR ALL 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 

Subscription Rates: Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach.. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 

[ renounce war and I will never support or sanction 


another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledze Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, Londox, W.C.1. 


June 23, 1939 


The Editor's Point of View 


Fine Words Butter 
These Parsnips 


LORD PERTH (who, as Sir Eric Drummond, was 
Director General of the League of Nations for many 
years and, in more recent years, served as British 
Ambassador to Italy) has been appointed by the Govern- 
ment to take charge of a new office to be known as the 
Foreign Publicity Department of the Foreign Office. 
The task of this newly created organization is to 
“co-ordinate and concentrate” the efforts of the British 
Council (which seeks to spread a knowledge of this 
country by cultural and educational means), the BBC 
and the press. 
Lord Perth is also to be the Director-General designate 
of what Mr. Chamberlain described as a “ Ministry of 
Information,” which would be set up in the event of war. 


* 


Much importance attaches to the object of the new 
department. Whereas in wartime it would become a 
full-blooded propaganda machine to whip up support for 
the war, in peacetime it is to be concerned only with 
“overseas publicity.” 

But we are entitled, after our experience in the matter 
of conscripticn, to have our doubts. 

Did not Mr. Chamberlain promise quite definitely that 
conscription would not be introduced in peacetime? And 
if, ignoring the fact that the promise was, rightly or 
wrongly, fully understood at the time to hold for any 
but an actual war situation, one takes as sincere and 
justifiable Mr. Chamberlain’s claim that this is not peace- 
time, what faith can we put in his use of that word in 
connexion with the new propaganda move? 


* 


Yet there is a more immediate danger than that the 
official propaganda machine may be used to dragoon the 
people of this country. It is the continuous danger that 
lies in the daily use of fine phrases that mask realities. 

~ National Service” is perhaps the best example of an 
official title used to give the best possible impression but 
which says nothing of the reality—the directing of the 
energies and mind of the nation toward preparation for 
war. 

Since every effort is needed, to prevent war, and experi- 
ence shows that preparation i$ not prevention, that can- 
not be a national service. 


* 


But there is the even more subtle danger of the use 
of ordinary words like “defence,” “preserving peace,” 
and “stopping aggression.” 

It is not possible, let alone desirable, to turn people 
away from aiding the military machine by harping on 
the horrors of war. Yet it is right that people should go 
into them, if they must, with their eyes open, knowing 
that “defence” means sticking a bayonet into the body 
of a man who has given one no offence (and twisting it 
aoout before withdrawing it from his body) or dropping 
a bomb on a helpless and even more innocent woman or 
child. 

And what of “ preserving peace”? That should not be 
difficult to see through, since it suggests keeping things 
as they are. Apart from the moral wrong of keeping 
our wealth by force while other nations have to go with- 
out, the struggle which so many people (even in rich 
countries) have to get a living can hardly be called a 
peace worth preserving. 


* 


Here is an example of the lengths to which people will 
go with their catch phrases. 

Last Sunday’s Pictorial attacked the Rev. B. C. Hopson, 
Vicar of Cockfosters, because he had referred to the 
Thetis in a speech as follows: ‘While we sympathize 
with the men... and the experience they must have 
gone through, and with the relatives, we must not forget 
that those men went down in the submarine in order to 
train themselves in order to inflict terrible death on other 
people if war were to break out.” 

The Sunday Pictorial replied that “ they were not train- 
ing themselves in order to inflict death on their fellow 
men.” But it did not say what they were doing—except 
“repairing gaps in Britain’s defence against aggression.” 

That is a deliberate use of fine words to butter the 
military parsnips. For in this case especially the reality 
is most obviously distasteful. 


Humphrey 8. Moore 


MO TERS WHAT ARE YOU DOIN 


Do You Want | 
YOUR Son 
To Kill? 


War would be impossible if the 
womenfolk of the world refused 
to allow their men to fight. 

Mothers, wives, sisters, sweet- 
hearts ...it is upon their love and 
inspiration that the vast mass of 
men rely when great decisions are 
to be made. One of the greatest 
of these decisions men may be 
called upon to make is whether or 
not they will consent to kill their 
fellowmen at the behest of their 
Government. Women, thinking 
wisely, could convince them 
finally of the truth of what, most 
of them instinctively know—that 
war is wrong, wasteful and futile, 
an outrage on all humanity. 

They can do this if they think 
realistically of war, if they think 
imaginatively of women like 
themselves in other lands whose 
sons, brothers and _ sweethearts 
are the “enemy” to be exter- 
minated. 

On this page are four pieces of 
writing which may help towards 
that vision. 


20 Years to Create .. 


1 Second to Destroy — 


PURING those nine months they are engaged in the 

most delicate work of construction which can be 
imagined. It is on that divine creation that their 
physical—and probably much of their subconscious— 
energies are concentrated; to it that their activities and 
pleasures are disciplined . . . it is a period of subordina- 
tion of the self to another self, a deep experience, a 
living lesson in self-denial and devotion... and then 
the miracle of childbirth! 

The child is there, alive, a source of joy, but a source 
of responsibility. The mother becomes a slave. Day or 
night in health or in sickness, all her time belongs to 
the new master blissfully ignorant of his egoism and 
privilege. Fears, cares, precautions, saving of food and 
money for the child, rasaries of small, quiet sacrifices, 
a continuous attitude of self-denial, watchful attention 
over everything from vehicles to microbes, always from 
the point of view of that precious life. 

The school years. More expense. A wider area of 
dangers. A deeper concern. Perhaps an illness or two. 
The terrible doubts on the doctor’s face. Sleepless nights 
of agony. Life like a black, blank sphinx, cruelly silent. 
The world like a meaningless desert when that precious 
life is imagined lost. The joy of recovery! The con- 
valescence. More expense. More courage. More work. 
More patience. More sacrifice. More years of silent 
drudgery and routine in the backyard of life. And so 
that precious life is twenty! It took twenty years of 
anxiety, labour, sacrifice and intelligence; but see, the 
precious life is there. A joy to the eyes. A youth full 
of health, intelligence, force and beauty. 


A stray bullet in one second strikes him dead. 


It had taken twenty years to make him. ... It took 
one second to destroy him... . 


Salvador de Madariaga 


* 


Ritual 


WerY, it’s like a ritual of sacrifice! 
So much cereal, and a slice 
Of hard, dry bread; 
So much sleep, and so much play; 
(Baby learned to walk today!) 
Now we find 
Where the years have led: 
A strong young man 
Is lying dead, 
An enemy bullet 
In his head. 
Aye, it was for this, through laughter and tears, 
I kept the ritual of those years! 


Tessie Holt | 


“A Little White Cross” 


DARRING a God-sent miracle, there.is to be another 

» war. 

Stop and think—this is not just crying “ Wolf.” 

Most of my friends have sons, big and strong, with torsos 
like wedges and stomachs like washboards. 

Remember this, they are the first to go always. 

You have given them all you have. You have watched 
them since the time they were little red helpless 
things chewing their toes. 

Watched them as their legs stretched long and straight 
and their chests turned into barrels. 

Watched them until you must look up at them, not down, 
and have been proud. 

Can’t you do something that will allow them to be more 
than a memory and a little white cross in those 
ghastly acres of the dead? 


Kerr Eby 
ova 


A Challenge to Womanhood 


"THERE is, perhaps, no woman, whether she has borne 

children or be merely potentially a childbearer, 
who could look down upon a battlefield covered with 
slain, but the thought would rise in her: 

“So many mothers’ sons. So many young bodies 
brought into the world to be there! So many months 
of weariness and pain while bones and muscles were 
shaped within! So many hours of anguish and struggle 
that breath might be. So many baby mouths drawing 
life at women’s breasts—all this, that man might lie 
with glazed eyeballs, and swollen faces, and fixed blue, 
unclosed mouths, and great limbs tossed—this, that an 
acre of ground might be manured with human flesh, 
that next year’s grasses or poppies or karoo bushes may 
spring up greener and redder, where they have lain, or 
that the sand of a plain may have the glint of white 
bones.” 

And we cry, “ without an inexorable cause, this must 
not be.” No woman who is a woman says of a human 
body, “It is nothing.” 

Olive Schreiner 


* 


What War Means 


MODERN war means (among other things in this 

year of grace), quite definitely and without any 
mental escape, choking and poisoning and torturing to 
death thousands, probably hundreds of thousands, of 
women and children. Whether you are Christian or 
Jew, atheist or agnostic, you have got to fit acceptance 
of this into your philosophy of life. It is not enough to 
say: “ What else can nations do?” It is not enough, nor 
is if even true, to say: “It has always been so.” Here 
is the fact now, and you have got to justify to yourself 
your acceptance of it; and the justification has got to be 
based on such ultimate truths as will always be sacred 


to you. 
A. A. Milne 


} 
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PEACE 


The Chureh and the Objector 


SUPPORT DECLARED AT 
ANGLICAN FELLOWSHIP 


LONDON 


PROCESSION of men, mainly clergy, marched with posters 

last week from the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club (off Oxford 

Street, London) to Kingsway Hall, where a meeting on “ The 

Church of England and the Conscientious Objector ” was held under 
the auspices of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 


MEETING 


Among the posters was one that read: “Baptised Members of the 


Church of England are pledged to renounce the Devil and all his | 
work. Therefore, if War is the work of the Devil, we must renounce 


War.” 


The Marquis of Tavistock presided over 
the meeting, at which the Anglican Paci- 
fist Fellowship gained 147 new members. 

The Rev. C. G. Holland, Vicar of Ewell, 
said he had the support of trained psycho- 
logists in his belief that “those members of 
congregations who are now most bitter and 
hostile are, in fact, fighting an unconscious 
conviction that pacifists are right. The 
clergy. dare not be silent from their 
pulpits.” 

The Rev. “Don” Robins, of Leeds, 
pointed out that pacifism “might lead to 
crucifixion and the death of a nation; but 
the nation that took this way of Christ 


“might leave the biggest permanent mark 


for good,in the world that any nation had 
ever known.” 


The Church on Trial 


“It isnot the conscientious objector who 
is on trial today—it is the Church of Eng- 
land,” said the Rev. Kenneth Rawlings, 
“Men today were not born blind to the 
wickedness of war: they were. made so by 
false and pernicious teaching.” 

Miss Mary Gamble said that, everywhere 
she went, at meetings all over the country, 
men and women were in no doubt what- 
ever that the Church of Christ, to be loyal 
to her Master, must repudiate war. 

Miss Gamble made a special appeal to 
women: “Let us try to make it clear and 
plain to any men who are refusing military 
service that they have our support, backing 
and admiration — our fellowship and 
prayers.” 


The Only Substitute 


George Lansbury said that fundamentally 
jit was not possible to get rid of the danger 
of conscription and the horrors of war 
until the causes of war had been dealt 
with. “Protest against conscription as one 
may, the one and only way to conquer it 1s 
to substitute for competitive strife the 
principle of co-operative love and brother- 
hood.” 

The Rev. B. C. Hopson, Vicar of Cock- 
fosters, Barnet, said that during the last 
war he was an army chaplain at the front, 
and he had realized then that one of two 
things must happen: either war must go— 
or the Holy Communion had got to go. 

The Rev. Stuart D. Morris expressed 
gratitude to George Lansbury and that 
small pacifist group in the House of Com- 
mons who had worked so hard for the 
recognition of the right of conscience, and 
he appealed for co-operation in the estab- 
lishment of local Advisory Bureaux. 


Two Pacifists in Court 


Summonses against two Northampton pacifists, 
Mr. Stanley Seamark and Mr. James Gordon 
Watt, arising out of the painting of anti- 
conscription slogans on Northamptcn roads were 
dismissed at the borough police court, last week, 
on payment of costs. 

The charge was based on a local bye-law pro- 
hibiting writing on the roadway “for the pur- 
poses of advertising.” But Mr. Seamark, con- 
ducting his own case, questioned whether the 
slogan he wrote—“refuse conscription”’—was any 
more of an advertisement than a notice someone 
had written saying, “cross here.” 


Nottingham Protest Meeting 


A Nottingham meeting, representative of 
various organizations, held last Friday, expressed 
opposition to the Intraduction of conscription py 
the Military Training Act. 

Mr. Robert J. Long. of the Society of Friends’, 
and the Rev. G. Ivor Claydon, of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, spoke from the Christian point 
of view, condemning war and preparation for 
war as unchristian and ungodly. 

Mr. W. Ballantine, Independent Labour Party 
and National Union of Railwaymen, took the 


socialist and trade unionist standpoint and urged 
support of the No Conscription League, of which 
he is chairman. 

Andrew Stewart represented the Peace Pledge 
Union. He said that conscription, totalitarianism 
and war were an unholy trinity War would be 
ended for ever once ordinary people realized its 
horror and its futility. 

The meeting expressed an earnest desire to 
demand the immediate repeal of the Act as 
being contrary to the spirit of democracy and |} 
freedom of this country and a resolution was 
passed to this effect. 


| 
Colchester's C.O.’s | 


There were nine conscientious objectors regis-, 
tered in Colchester and district, a fair percent-' 
age of a total of 250 conscripts. { 

An experimental tribunal is being organized 
at which these CO’s will have a trial run. The 
Colchester group of the Peace Pledge Union 
passes on the suggestion to have a reception 
room to meet those coming into the district when 
the tribunal sits. 


Birmingham Advisory Bureau 

An advisory bureau for CO’s has now been 
set up in Birmingham and Ernest H. Fletcher, 
59 Bushmore Road, Hall Green, will be glad to 
give advice any time between 9.30 and 11 a.m. 
Every Sunday is set aside for discussion between 
any interested in the resistance of conscription. 


Isle of Man Petition 

An _ anti-conscription petition organized by, 

fifty mothers and containing signatures from all 

over the Isle of Man, was presented in the House 

of Keys, Douglas, on Tuesday, by Mrs. Marion 
Shimmin, the only woman member. 


London Mass Meeting 

A mass meeting will be held in the Central 
Hall, Westminster, on Wednesday, June 28, pre- 
sided over by Stuart Morris. The speakers will 
include George Lansbury, Fenner Brockway, Dr. 
Maude Royden, Professor Joad and Herbert 
Elvin. 

Doors will be opened at 7 p.m. and the meet- 
ing will commence at 8. There will be a few 
reserved seats at Is., tickets for which are ob- 
tainable from John Barclay, Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


STUDENT COs: 


Important Decision 


MIE. R. GIBSON (Greenock, Lab.) asked 

the Minister of Labour in the House 
of Commons on June 13 if he had now 
reached a decision on the point relative 
to postponement in the case of under- 
graduates who had signed the register of 
conscientious objectors so as to put such 
undergraduates on the same footing as 
those who had signed the military training 
register. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison replied: The Military 
Training Regulations, 1939, provide that an 
application to a local tribunal by a person who 
has been provisionally registered in the register 
of conscientious objectors shall be made within 
14 days of the date on which he was so pro- 
visionally registered, or within such other period 
as the Minister may in any particular case for 
special reasons allow. 

My right hon. friend proposes under the power 
given by-these regulations to allow a university 
undergraduate who has provisionally registered 
as a conscientious objector to make his applica- 
tion to the Jocal tribunal within a period ending 
not later than one month after th2 conclusion of 
his course of study as approved by the university. 
Any such undergraduate will be required to 
obtain annually from the proper university 
authority a statement that he is a full-time 
member of the university, and giving the date 
on which his approved course of study is due to 
terminate. This will place an undergraduate 
who is a conscientious objector in the same posi- 
lion in this respect as an undergraduate on the 
military training register. 


“The expenditure on war must paralyse any 
development of education. Those dreams that we 
cherish—smaller classes, nursery schools for all 
infants, better equipment, finer buildings—must 
all fade away.” 

-—Mrs. A. McMillan. 


NEWS 7 
N.P.GQ. PLEA FOR 
We Have Helped | CONSTRUCTIVE - 
29000 Refugees | PEACE PLAN 
"THE Home Secretary gives the fol- the 


: lowing statistics 
refugees from Germany:— 
Admitted since 1933, 29,000. 
Re-emigrated to April 24, 3,873. 


Since January last authority has 
been given for admission to this 
country of:— 

74,170 refugees to take domestic employ- 
ment; 

2,184 refugees over 60; 

10,000 with a view to emigration, includ- 
ing 2,067 for Richborough Camp for poor 
persons, of whom 1,500 had arrived, and 
2,980 persons between 16 and 35 under a 
special training scheme; 

5,000 children; 

300 doctors; 

150 trained nurses, 300 probationer 
nurses, and 80 midwives. 


regarding 


Umpire Rej 
By Pacifist 


ME: A. E. Bayntun’s appeal to the Umpire 
against the decision of a local Court of 
Referees has been rejected. 

It will be recalled that Mr. Bayntun, who 
is leader of the Edmonton group of the 
Peace Pledge Union, was dismissed for re- 
fusing to participate in his firm’s ARP drill, 
and was refused unemployment benefit by 
the Court of Referees on the grounds that 
his refusal was tantamount to misconduct. 

Reporting on his findings the Umpire 
said: 

“Decisions of the Umpire have recognized 


THE Executive Committee of 

National Peace Council has sent a 
letter to the Prime Minister and the 
Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax, appealing 
“for a detailed declaration of the readiness 
of this country and—so far as our influence 
can secure this—of the Empire as a whole. 


(a) to make such adjustments in our economic 
and financial policies and practices as are 
necessary to open up a new era of international 
economic co-operaticn and to secure a much 
more widely-diffused prosperity; 


(b) to surrender imperialist control over 
colonial possessions in the interests of the free- 
dom of the native peoples and the development 
of world resources to the common advantage; 
and 

(ce) to make such concessions of national 
sovereignty as are required for the establish 
ment of a new and more durable international 
system over as wide an area as possible.” 


ects Appeal - 


“HANDBOOK” IS 
STILL SELLING 


Is It In Your 
Public Library ? 


HAVE you managed to get a copy of the 

Peace Service Handbook, into the 
reference section of your local public 
library? The four branches of the Isling- 
ton (London) Libraries each have a copy 


conscientious objections as justifying refusal to|displayed. Why don’t you try it? 


obey instructions or to accept employment. It 
is not, however, sufficient for a claimant merely 
to say that he has a conscientious objection to 
do what is required of him. He must show that 
what is required of him really does conflict with 
the principles upon which his conscientious 
objection is based. ... 
“LEGITIMATE INSTRUCTION ” 

“The instruction given to the employees and 
disobeyed by the claimant... was a legitimate 
instruction given in the interests of all the 
employees, collectively and individually, and 
the claimant was under duty to comply with it. 

“The claimant’s case does not fall within the 
principles of previous decisions relating to con- 
scientious objections and I agree with the find- 
ings and decision of the Court of Referees.” 

Mr. Bayntun, whose address is 108 Town 


The Special “Handbook Week” proved 
so successful that it was decided to con- 
tinue the “push” over a further three 
weeks. There is still a fortnight to go so 
now is your chance to join in. A new poster 
—a_reproduction of the cover of the Hand- 
book—is now available. 

Already over 20,000 copies of the second 
100,000 have been sold, and the aim is to get 
|rid of the rest by the beginning of July. 

Messrs. W. H. Smith’s Bookstalls are 
willing to sell the Handbook but each local 
manager has been given freedom to act. 
This means that every member of the 
Peace Pledge Union should make a point 


Road, London, N.9, and who was employed | of asking for it every time they pass a stall. 


as a wood-worker, is still unemployed. 
Victimization 

News of the way in which young pacifists 
are suffering for their convictions despite 
legal and official 
position continues to reach this office. 

A London reader reports that when his 
son went for an interview, in connexion 
with his application for a job, he was 
favourably received, and the manager 


recognition of their: 


| “Calling-up” Is 


Make sure your own Smith's manager is 


Pacifist Ex:Soldier: 


Deferred 


A fortnight ago we reported the case of 


apparently impressed, until the applicant Mr. H. Daventry, of 112, St. John’s Road, 
was asked whether he intended to join the] Highgate, N.6, who was then awaiting! 
Territorials, and what his attitude was tO} court-martial. He is an ex-serviceman who 


other military matters. 


became pacifist before he left the Army 


“My son had to say he was a pacifist,” | recently, and who refused to obey an order 


said our correspondent. “Whereupon the 
manager told him he could not possibly 
employ him. 

“Is this not a clear case of victimization 
and in direct opposition to the Prime 
Minister’s pledge that objectors would not 
be persecuted?” 


Employers Want to Know Men’s 
Personal Beliefs 

‘THE way in which discrimination is 

being exercised against pacifists by 

some employers is revealed in a letter re- 

ceived by a Peace Pledge Union group 

leader from a pacifist friend who has been 
seeking employment. 

“Prospective employers, I find, are very 
concerned about the personal beliefs of an 
applicant,” writes the friend. 

“A recent interview which I had with 
the secretary of a large company shows 
how much this is so. The company, by the 
way, has a reputation for being interested 
in the social problems of the district. 

“The interview, however, lasted for an 
hour, a quarter of this time being taken 
up with questions conecrning my qualifi- 
cations and the remainder with my per- 
sonal beliefs. 

“My qualifications, they stated, were 
satisfactory, so there can only be one rea- 
son why I did not get the job.” 


'to report for military training. 

The matter has now gone to the War 
Office for their decision, and meanwhile 
the “calling up” order has been deferred. 

Mr. Daventry wishes to thank all the 
readers of Peace News who wrote to him, 
and regrets that he is unable to answer 
them all individually. 


National Youth Peace Day 

The Fourth National Youth Peace Day of the 
, British Youth Peace Assembly will be celebrated 
jon Sunday (June 25). Services of many denom- 
inations have been arranged at a large number 
of churches in London. The chief of these will 
{be a united Youth service at St. Martins-in-the- 
Fields at 3.30 pm. at which the Dean of Chiches- 
ter will preach, aid Miss Mary Owen, Education 

secretary of the Y.W.C.A. will read the lesson. 

As well as these there will be special services 
at St. Georges, Bloomsbury, at 11 a.m., and at 
Whitfields Tabernacle at 7 p.m. (Rev. Birch 
peaching) and at the Kingsway Hall at the same 
time with the Rev. Henry Carter preaching. 


Wage “Rations” 
“In the event of war... the whole nation 
will have to be regimented and we may 
come to a stage where the industrial worker 
will have to be paid no more than is paid 
to the man on active service and every 
person in the country remunerated on a 
basis of mere existence.” 
—Evening Standard, April 29. 
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NEWS 


Commonsense on. the 


Jewish Problem 


By J. C. G. BURTON 


The Jews, are they Human? By Wyndham 

Lewis. Allen & Unwin, 3s. 6d. 

Britain’s Jewish Problem. By M. G. 

Murchin. Hurst & Blackett. 5s. 

"THE Jewish refugees are bringing the 

Jews into prominence again. The 
authors whose books we have here, seem 
to have written about the Jews because the 
presence of a fair number of refugees has 
set people talking. and their talk has to be 
guided. If anybody has an hour only to 
spend upon the Jewish Problem, I recom- 
mend Wyndham Lewis, because he is good 
to read anyhow, and because he has uttered 
more sense about the Jews in a hundred 
pages than I have seen anywhere else. If, 
however, he has time for the seamy side of 
the question, he can turn also to the other 
book. 

We must have some attitude toward the 
Jews, we cannot just ignore them. Wynd- 
ham Lewis is sensible, he is neither pro- 
Jewish nor anti-Jewish. He looks upon a 
Jew, finds him a man, finds he has virtues 
and vices, and enjoys his company. 


Two Views 

Some people are prone to believe that 
the Jews are geniuses and wizards all. 
Semi-propaganda books like Cecil Roth’s 
The Jewish Contribution to Civilisation are 
brought out to show what remarkable Jews 
there have been in almost every field of 
human achievement. Other people, like 
Hitler, believe the Jews are just unwashed 
Orientals, and a cancerous growth in the 
body of European civilization, the source of 
all our misfortunes and decadence. 

Wyndham Lewis does not allow himself 
to be misled by either school of propaganda. 
He finds the Jews human: just human. As 
a painter he enjoys all types and all 
characters: all is grist that comes to his 
mill. You would have thought that that 
other painter, Hitler, would have had the 
same appreciation for character and type. 
I like Wyndham Lewis’s observation that 
the Jews haven’t genius but talent. It gets 
so much nearer the human truth than the 
extravagant praise and dispraise does. 

M. G. Murchin warns the Jews to be on 
good behaviour: there has been no Jewish 
problem in this country hitherto, because 
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the Jews have kept in the background, on 
the whole; but the influx of refugees is 
bringing anti-Semitism to a head in Britain. 

It is unfortunately true that there has 
been some growth of dislike of Jews in this 
country recently; but is the reason to be 
found in the Jews or in their detractors? 
M. G. Murchin’s book is written with simple 
journalese baldness, in the style that easily 
gains admittance to the penny press; and 
does not recommend itself with the wealth 
of style and spirit that makes Wyndham 
Lewis’s book so valuable. 

In that baldness lies most of the harm 
of the book ; for the book is harmful, though 
the author doesn’t mean it to be so. He 
protests that he hates anti-Semitism and 
wants fair play, and would regard persecu- 
tion of the Jews in this country as a major 
political and spiritual disaster. Neverthe- 
less, however innocent your intentions, the 
harm is done, when you speak of the Jews 
as a class apart, and make generalizations 
about them. 


Familiar Criticisms 
He makes the familiar sociological obser- 
vations of the Jews, their bias toward cer- 


tain occupations, their alleged control of the 
press, either direct or through advertise- 
ment, their alleged control of international 
finance, their alleged lack of commercial 
and social morality (though his allegations 
are implied and veiled, and not supported 
by statistics), and he implies therefore that 
their conduct can be dangerous. 

He is particularly incensed because some- 
times Jews change their names from, for 
example, Lazarus to Lewis and from Cohen 
to Kirk, so I was amused to read that the 
author himself had assumed the name of 
M. G. Murchin in order to be more free in 
the writing of his book! 

This portentous semi-detractor of the 
Jews has no solution to their distress be- 
yond that they should play the game and 
lie low. That is singularly unimaginative. 
A person cannot help being a Jew (what- 
ever “ being a Jew ” may mean) and he can- 
not achieve much human contentment by 
being anti-Semitic himself, which is what 
this counsel implies and requires. 

I like Wyndham Lewis because he is 
knowledgable and imaginative. He sees 
the problem in its essence. The Jews, he 
says, are out of date, and they ought to dis- 
appear, by the process of adaptability to 
environment. With which I entirely agree. 


Fate of the Jew 


The Jew ought to disappear. The busi- 
ness of the Gentile is not to bludgeon the 
Jew to death, but to create such conditions 
that the Jew may melt away in the sur- 
rounding Gentile population. Wyndham 
Lewis cites with approval the case of the 
Jews who centuries ago went to China, dur- 
ing one of the periods of persecution and 
dispersion, and were there so completely 
ignored by the Chinese, in spite of their 
self-conscious assumption of peculiarity, 
that in time the Jews forgot to be peculiar, 
and became part of the Chinese population, 
so that now there are no Chinese Jews. 

The Jews are too self-conscious, but that 
is because the Gentiles are too conscious of 
them, and take too much notice of them. 
The standards of Spiritual Christianity are 
by now the standards of the whole world ; 
they are certainly the standards of 
socialism and pacifism. They have been the 
standards of Liberal Judaism for forty 
years, under the leadership of the late 
Claude Montefiore, in this country. A little 
more friendliness on the part of Gentiles 
and the Jews will willingly leave the last 
vestiges of the spiritual Ghetto where they 
abide. 

Huxley and Haddon’s We Europeans 
showed us that there was no such thing 
as the Jews: they are a myth. Wyndham 
Lewis said that he never knew a Jew who 
wanted not to be a Jew: his experience is 
limited on that side, in that case: or per- 
haps such a person is already not, in 
essence, a Jew. When the Jews wake to 
the fact that there are no such people as 
Jews, the “ Jewish Problem ” will be solved, 
and we will have no more to suffer from 
this anti-Semitism that scorches the heart 


and dehumanizes both persecuted and 
persecutors. 

If the Jews have got a lot of money, if 
they do exercise political pressure in ex- 
cess of their numbers, if they do control 
international financial operations, means of 
propaganda, art and chain stores, they will 
not be cured by lectures or by pogroms. 
Neither M. G. Murchin nor Hitler has yet 
hit upon the solution. But by making the 
quality of our life such that money and 
power are not attractive and short ways to 
security (that is, by being human, by loving 
the sense of being alive, by being Christian 
in the best sense), we shall solve the prob- 
lems of the Jews and Christians at once. 

For, as Wyndham Lewis rightly points 
out, you may say what you like about the 
Jews, that they love money and power, that 
they lie and swindle, &c., but every word is 
just as true of Gentiles and Christians. For 
we are all humans and all tarred by the 
same brush. In short, the Jewish problem 
is not Jewish, but it is a human problem. 


Christianity and 
Freedom 


Liberty and Authority in the Modern World.” 
Merttens Lecture, 1939, by Rev. Henry Carter, 
C.B.E. 6d 


“ POLEASE excuse the length of this letter,” 
said Pascal in a postscript to one of his 
friends, “I had no time to write a short one.” 

In a more than usually busy life Mr. Carter 
has found time “to make ten words do the work 
of a hundred.” He has succeeded so well that 
his 80 pages contain more rather than less than 
800 pages of many modern writers. More than 
this, compression has not been obtained at the 
expense of lucidity. The lecture is lighted from 
within by a noble simplicity. 

The lecturer deals first with the rise of dicta- 
torship; the claim by the State to supreme 
authority over the people. The reasons for the 
revival of tyranny are enumerated and then the 
characteristics of modern Germany are con- 
sidered as an extreme example of a general 
trend: the abolition of organized labour-protec- 
tion; anti-Semitism; the suppression of intellec- 
tual freedom; the subjection of women; the grow- 
ing conflict between State and Church. 

Mr. Carter adopts the criterion expressed by 
Professor Barker in these words. There is a 
touchstone which tests the quality of all human 
systems. It is “the degree of their respect for 
the plain human dignity of the individual man. 
That is ultimate and absolute.” 


FOUR OBJECTIVES 


Christianity is seen as the synthesis of liberty 
and authority. The author believes that “ Four 
immense objectives, implicit—as I believe—in the 
Christian message, are directly relevant to the 
present world situation. These are: 

(a) The federation of all nations to work co- 
operatively for the good of all. 

(b) The ending of worklessness, economic 
poverty and meagre educational opportunity. 
This involves a reconstruction of the economic 
order. 

{c) The recognition and honouring of “ liberty 
to know, to utter, and to argue freely, according 
to conscience.” 

(ad) The wholekearted rejection of war as con- 
trary to the spirit, teaching, and purpose of our 
Lord” 

“Some Government must take the initiative” 
he writes in the last pages “or the people will 
drift into deathly conftict. Repentance, in the 
Christian sense, is never contingent upon the re- 
pentince of someone else.... Whether or not 
ruler, bring forth fruits of repentance, Christians 
owe unswerving loyalty to Christ, in whom alone 
liberty and authority are at one.” 

A special effort has been made to reach a wide 
public by publishing this lecture at 64. I think 
1 shall have done you a service if I have per- 


suaded you to read it. Roy Walker 
PACIFISM FROM PEWS 


Two women pacifists have visited St. 
Botolphs and St. Pancras Churches (Lon- 
don) and proclaimed the pacifist message 
during the service. 

They waited till there was a convenient 
pause after the sermon, then one rose, and 
in clear ringing tones cried: “We appeal 
to this congregation to renounce war and 
preparation for war, as utterly un-Christian 
and wicked.” 

She then resumed her seat and remained till 
the end of the Service. At both Churches the 
two pacifists waited till almost every one had 
left the building. At St. Pancras, three mem- 
bers of the congregation waited to shake them 
by the hand and express their appreciation of 
the message “so badly needed in the Church” 
as one said. (There were no signs of hostility 
evident.) 

These pacifists wish their visits and message 
to be impersonal, not implicating local groups 
by exciting hostility or attention. 

It is hoped that women all over the country 
will be interested and will be eager to join in 
this pacifist witness and crusade. They are 
asked to communicate with Sybil White, 71 
London Road. Kilmarnock. 


June 23, 1939 


Fortheoming 
Events 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can. 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


£. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hail, 
street); mature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style.» 


Today (Friday) 


EXETER; 7.30 p.m. Fountain (Top of Sidwell 
Street); Wilfred Wellock and others. 

KENDAL; 7.39 pm. Friends’ Meeting House; 
Laurence Housman and Rev. H. Oliver Evans 
(chairman); PPU. 

SUNDERLAND; 7.30 p.m. Elim Church, Bed- 
ford Street; Mr. F. A. Jennens on “Toward a 
Christian Economic”; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
R. Snell on “ Education for Citizenship”; PPU. 
BAYSWATER; 8.15 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52 Queensway: film: Land of Promise, featuring 
life in the Palestine Community Settlements; 
PPU. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
LEEDS; 3 p.m. St. Georges Church Hall; annual 
meeting West Yorkshire Federation followed by 
tea and social evening; PPU. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 3 p.m. Friends House, Euston 
Road; North London Conference of No Conscrip- 
tion League; Dr. C. A. Smith, Kenneth Lee and 
W. H. Morris. 
MANCHESTER; PPU area meeting, Manchester 
Authenaem, Princess Street; 3 to 5.30 p.m. 
Peace News conference—Humphrey Moore; 6.30 
p.m. Dr.O. Stapledon on “ The aims and work of 
Federal Union,” followed by discussion. Further 
details from H. L. Kirkley, 41, John Dalton Strect, 
Manchester 2. 
EALING; 3 p.m. 13 Grange Park; garden party, 
PPU. 
POOLE; 3.15 p.m. St. Pauls Vicarage, Mount 
Pieasant Road; garden social and conference; 
Mary Osborne, Miss E. O. Comber and D. G. 
Weight; FoR 
APPERKNOWLE; Mrs. Marson’s, Bramley Hall 
Farm; one-day summer school; lecturer: John 
Barclay: lectures at 3.45 p.m. and 6 p.m.; PPU 
WORCESTER; 6.30 p.m. Corn Market; open-air 
meeting; party of speakers from Birmingham; 
PPU. 
ASHFORD; 7 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Hempsted Street; J. Ormerod Greenwood, on 
“Pacifism and the Dictators”; chairman: Alfred 
Ticker; PPU. 
CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; open- 
air meeting; George Piper; PPU. 


Sunday, June 25 
HYDE PARK Stand; 3 p.m. Andrew Stewart; 


PPU. 

Monday, June 26 
BLACKHEATH; 8 p.m. All Saints’ Parish 
Hall, Tranquil Vale; Mock Tribunal; PPU. 


Tuesday, June 27 


LONDON, E.C.4; 12.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Douglas Wollen on “Christianity or Conscrip- 
tion’ City PPU group. 

TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting; W. 
G. Millman and W. M. Briar; City PPU group. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 pm. Friends House, 
Euston Road; Agatha Harrison on “My Fourth 
visit to India”; Peace Committee of London 
Friends. 

LIVERPOOL; 8 p.m Knotty Ash Congregational 
Church; Rev. Leslie Artingstall and Rev. M. J. 
Lewis (c> airman); FoR. 


Wednesday, June 28 


WESTMINSTER; 8 p.m. Central Hall; George 
Lansbury, Dr. C E. M. Joad and Dr. Maude 
Royden and others; see page 7. 


Thursday, June 29 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Rev. C. G. Holland on “Pacifism and the Parish 
Priest "; City PPU group. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 6 pm. 13 Paternoster Row; A. 
J. Moore; City PPU group. 
NEWTON ABBGT; 7.30 p.m. Public Library; 
Mock Tribunal; PPU. 
SUTTON; 8.15 p.m. Peace Centre, 122, Car- 
shaltcn Kkoaa; Miss L. Luwerkirk on “ Gandhi's 
Method—Won- Violent Resistance ”; PPU. 
LONDON, W.1; 7.30 p.m. The Weigh House 
Church, Duke Street: memorial service to Hugh 
Bingham especially for members of the PPU and 
Peace Army; Pau} Gliddon, Maude Royden and 
Muriel Lester will take part. 


Friday, June 30 


HOLLOWAY; 6.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
404 Camden Road; garden meeting of North Lon- 
don Fellowship of Reconciliation; Father Jack 
Winslow on “Gandhi's Aggressive Pacifism ”; 
peace play: Fast Bound, by Tottenham PPU mem- 
bers. 

LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street: Rev. T. M. Johnston on “ Pacifism 
and Nonconformity ”; FoR. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens: 
for all COs; debate on “ Alternative Service”; 
Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
an inter-nember discussion on “ Why I became a 
Pacifist "; PPU. 


Saturday. July 1 
BARNHURST; 3 p.in. 52 Bowness Road; garden 
party: PPU. . 

CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; open- 
air meeting; Maurice Briar; PPU. 


Sunday, July 2 
HYDE PARK Stand; 3 p.m. Sybil Morrison; 
PPU. 


Fri. to Sun., July 7 to 9 
LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
29th National Peace Congress; particulars from 
National Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, S.W.1. 


Sat.. July 29, to Tues., Aug. 8 
HARROGATE; Pannal Ash _ College; PPU 
Summer Conference; particulars from John 
Barclay, Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London. W.C.1 


if 
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PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


“Why Not Conscription”? :: Ourselves and 


the Germans : 


MebY I* thank my correspondents for 
their letters. Your contributors (Mr. 
Culmar and “R.M.”) should read my letter 
once again. They will find the answer to 
their arguments if they study closely. If 
the gentleman from Southport who wrote 
anonymously, and who said that if I had 
been in the fighting line in the last war I 
should not have written in such a way, will 
send his address, I’ll send him particulars 
of four years spent in the last “Hell upon 
Earth”—and nine months in the military 
hospital as a reward for my services. 


I would once again suggest to my pacifist 
friends that they study the “human ele- 
ment” as a factor in this matter. Right 
through the ages man’s inhumanity to man 
has made countless thousands mourn. Until 
you have found a solution for that you can- 
not find a solution for war. The selfishness 
and greed of mankind has tobe removed. 
Since the dawn. of Christianity up to the 
present we have not found that real 
brotherly spirit to each other—of what- 
ever race, creed, or colour—that has pre- 
vented that fighting spirit—the will to kill 
each other—from being used to settle cn 
argument. 


I honestly believe that successive 
Governments of the past have failed in 
their duty. I maintain that the meaning of 
patriotism, and their duties as citizens, 
should be drilled into people at school or 
college in their early childhood. Had that 
been the case, we should have had a more 
virile, a more manly—a more physicaily 
and morally fit nation of older men and 
youths than we have today. 


To prevent war you must be prepared. 
The weakest always go to the wall. Cer- 
tainly all sane men deplore the thousands 
of millions spent upon means of killing 
each other. Humanity admittedly cries out 
for an end of this useless slaughter. But 
alas, they are in a big minority. 


Therefore, until the nations of the world 
unite—the real brotherhood of man—it is, 
I honestly believe, a utopian dream to be- 
lieve we can find a solution for war, when 
for thousands of years we have not dis- 
covered that happy state. 

I consider, therefore, that a small body of 
men—both pseudo and_ real, honest, 
Christian pacifists—cannot be permitted to 
enjoy the benefits provided for them by 
those who make sacrifices. There is there- 
fore no better way than for each and all, 
rich or poor, from the highest to the lowest 
in the land to be mixed together on the 
parade ground, united together for a com- 
mon cause—service to country. 

In years. to come a new spirit will arise 
amongst all classes.and they will begin to 
Jearn the meaning of service not only to 
themselves, but for the better guidance of 
the youth of the future. 

G. H. WALKERDENE. 

Kent Street, Birmingham, 5. 


Accidents and War 


L.regret to see in Peace’ News the letter headed 
“Wa- or the Roads.” Wherever I: see letters 
from ‘an: offietal, of the Pedestrians’ “Association 
they seem-to.seek. to represent the pedestrians 
and motorists sas ‘tat -war” and to throw: the 
blame “for froad. accidents an“to!the motoring 
public. It shouldbe borne’in mid that however 
large the number of accidents: may-be, ‘they are 
accidents.and not “ killings,’ except ina few. ex- 
ceptional cases. 

Speaking as a pedestrian*who is*not ‘a motor 
owner, I'am convinced that nine out.often of the 
accidents to pedestrians are caused by their own 
lack 6f care when ‘using the common highway. 


The staternent so often made that the number 
of victims of road:accidents in Britain since the 
Great War exceeds.the British war casualties is 
also misleading. This number includes, over 
twenty years, all the comparatively trivial’ and 
temporary injuries; if the figures of dead are com- 
pared, it is a small fraction of the war casualties. 

There is much scope'for {mprovement in the 
road sense and manners of motorists and pedes- 
trians, but it can never be helped by the shifting 
of responsibility or the creation of factions. 


MAURICE H. WATERFALL. 


3a Holmstall Parade, Edgware. 


1IT is literally impossible to publish all 
the letters we receive. 
Other’ things being equal, letters of 
not more:than-200 words stand the best 
chance. of . publication. 


"THE question of ARP in schools, 

raised by Wilfred Goom, is in 
some respects ‘more important than 
Conscription. More individuals are 
likely to be affected very shortly, and 
once our children become used to the 
idea of war as the normal method of 
settling international disputes, .are 
they likely to resist Conscription 
when they reach the age (if it’s not 
then repealed) ? The great danger to 
us seems to be not that the children 
will be frightened, but they willitreat 
it as a joke or take it for granted. 

At the darkest hour of the crisis 
last September we refused gas masks 
for ourselves, only to find that our 
children had been fitted at school 
without our knowledge or consent. 
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What Should We 
Tell the Germans? 


"THE second of the German letters that 

you printed last week is an excellent 
example of the effect of Nazi propaganda 
on the German mind. Considering how 
dangerous such propaganda is to peace, and 
mutual understanding, it seems a pity that 
Peace Pledge Union members who write to 
Germans should encourage and endorse it 
instead of trying to get a little truth across. 


Why not, e.g., send a few facts about what is 
happening now to the Czechs under the Gestapo 
(these can be obtained from eye-witnesses of 
every nationality) after the annexation, which 
the writer of this letter thinks so happy and 
peaceful? Or what is happening to Jews, 
Ppacifists, and liberals in German concentration 
camps? 

Why not tell them the exact facts about the 
Arab-Jew Palestine situation, and ask them to 
say how they think the British Government 
should meet it? They probably have the wildest 
ideas as to the facts, but their suggestions would 
be interesting. Why not tell them that Herr 
Hitler, for “a man of peace,” is behaving very 
strangely, since he does not cease to praise war, 
deride pacifists, and to stake out claims for 
further annexation of other people’s countries, 
and to pour out a stream of furious and lying 
abuse through his propaganda minister, abuse 
which, if uttered by a Government official here 
in peace-time about:another country would en- 
sure his immediate dismissal? 


Why not tell that there is no British man or 
woman, either in the Government or outside it, 
who does not want peace, and hate and fear war 
and watch German antics with alarm? If any- 
one is corresponding with any German, it would 
be a real service to international understanding 
to try to get across a litle truth to a peop of 
whom Herr Goebbels says that they must not 
(since they ‘are organized for war) be allowed to 
hear more than one side.of:a question. 


By the way, who are “the militant majority ” 
here to which the commentator on this letter 
refers? Doses it mean merely thcse who are not 
Pacifists? Considering the universal dread of 
war, it seems an inapt word. 

ROSE MACAULAY. 


Having for many years been in fairly close 
contact’ with’ Germans:and Germanrpublications 
of diverse shades.of opinion, I feeli\I* may. claim 
to have.arrived-at a not unfair view of the 
political fortunes and | present.situation of the 
German people. Nor.am/'] blind’ to the faults 
of our ownsand other Governments. I am con- 
stantly trying in. various ‘ways to) promote better 
understanding between the two peoples, and have 
taken part in earlier correspondence schemes. 


Perhaps I may therefore .be«excused for ex- 
pressing doubt.as to whether we are serving any 
good purpose by trying to:convey, in writing, our 
ideas to persons such ‘as the-writer of the long 
letter from Berlin printed in Peace News of 
June 16. I have tried in long conversations to 
make some slight impression upon the armour- 
plate of ignorance and infatuation which encloses 
their minds; all to no purpose. .A single letter 
on these subjects, I fear, will only:confirm them 
in their illusion that neither Hitler nor his people 
can do wrong. I have far more hope of the 
method of persona) visits, and only wish I -were 
now: so situated as to be able to renew my own. 


Though.a pacifist.and.a, practised one,.I.do not 
subscribe to the naive.theory that the. man in 
the street is a harmless.lamb and does. not want 
to interfere with people of other nations. There 
is plenty of evidence to the contrary. We should 
do well, I submit, instead of continually casting 
more or-less deserved ‘imputations against the 
politicians, to search out the connexions between 
war-and ordinary human motives. 

G. W. WELLS. 

“Torbay,” —Marshfoot, ' Hailsham. 


This term they have been told that 
they are to have “lots more fire drill,” 
to practice running out into the field 
(and presumably into the trenches 
when these are built) and to take their 
gas masks for inspection. 


Where.can one draw:the line? As 
soon’as we-receive a circular ‘fromthe 
Director of Education asking for ‘the 
co-operation of parents, ‘we made our 
position clear, and when'the top forms 
were asked to take their masks to 
school, there were a number who 
didn’t. However, all the others :put 
on theirs in front of ‘the class. We 
would welcome any advice as to how 
to make our witness effective. 

DORIS and RONALD GUNDRY. 

75, Beechmount Avenue, London, W.7. 
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“The Pacifist 
Dilemma” 


A®* one new to pacifism in practice and 

outlook, the idea of pacifists in fas- 
cist societies—as referred to by Miss 
Macaulay—at first sight seems strange. Is 
it incompatible with pacifism? Hardly; 
any more than Christ consorting with sin- 
ners. I feel sure those members who do 
belong to such societies do so as pacifists 
and because they are pacifists. 

Does such membership strengthen fas- 
cism? I think emphatically not. Pacifism, 
by its very nature and clear-cut decisions, 
its very oppositeness to war and agegres- 
sion makes it impossible. But the presence 
of pacifists in such societies is all to the 
good. 

Miss Macaulay asks where to draw the 
line between friendliness to a people and 
apparent excusage of their governments’ 
behaviour? For the pacifist, I think there 
may be no line, any more than there is 
to Christian forgiveness. As Miss Brittain 
writes, the test is, can we say, “Father 
forgive them for they know not what they 
do”? 

Trying to do this, let us work all we 
can to change the muddle-headedness and 
wrong thinking that exists. For surely in 
these two things are the origins of a great 
deal of cruelty and unfairness. 

(Miss) PHYLLIS. ELLIS. 

Homestead, Peacehaven 
** Owing to a typographical error, the 
“sanctions clause” of the League Covenant 
was described in Miss Payne’s letter under 
this heading last week as “clause'6” instead 
of clause 16.—Ed. 


Religion :in ‘Russia 

Mr W Bergmann, in Peace News of June ‘16. 
state: a.gross error when he says that Soviet 
Russia is “the State which has exterminated 
Christianity.” 

Churcnes are apem and religious practices are 
permitted. In Leningrad I attended two Roman 
Cathslic church>s ana-service was being conduc- 
ted. ‘Likewise “the Greek Church - services’ 'I 
attended, and also a service in a’Moslem!Mosque. 
The care experiences I can relate concerning 
Moscow. 

Moscow ‘had, prior to 1917. over four hundred 
churches, whereas now she_has'forty. “The Eng- 
lish city af Lincoln*had fifty-two churches prior 
to the Reformation in 1536 ‘A.D... whereas now she 
has.only fifteen It would be grossly inaccurate 
to assert that’England at that: period-extermina- 


ted Christianity 
Nottingaam. EDMUND TAYLOR. 


Need for Prayer 


In‘ your issue of June’9,:a correspondent, G, E. 
Culmar, says in dealing» with the letter of an 
earlier writer: “Does he pray for Peace and ex- 
pect God to perform a miracle? ” 

Now it is just because sufficient people are not 
prayicg to God, believing, ‘that peace is not 
attained. Whilst it is true'that Gad: may work 
through human channels if he chooses, it is surely 
superfluous to point out that He also can and 
does work by direct answer to prayer. 

Admittedly, whilst praying to God, one must 
live to'the best of one’s ability in accord with 
God’s law. ‘Itis of limited value for well mean- 
ing people to attend church, where, in‘hymn and 
prayer, they extol the might and: power of God, 
when. in their family and national life, they en- 
tirely ignore Him in word, act, and belief, and 
instead put their trust in material ways ‘and 
means, such as armaments, ARP, &c. “No man 
can serve two masters.” 


Hereford. J, PAGE, 
~ jt ee : " - 
—— me” -_ 


: That Reader’s Question 
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A.R.P. in Schools — 


ONSIDERING the logical way in which 

the non-pacifist’s argument was set 

out I am rather surprised at the illogical 

arguments put forward by your readers 

(Peace News, June 16, page 4). Let us 
consider each in turn. 


Miss Robotham’s rests upon two assumptions. 
Firstly, she states that “there is no reason to 
suppose that a German victory would be followed 
by worse consequences for humanity as a whole 
than a British victory,” and, secondly, that “the 
end never justifies the means.” 


The first is a direct denial of the non-pacifist’s 
contention that the influence of a Nazi system 
over the \world “will be far worse ‘than any 
influence that may be excited by a victorious 
England "—a direct denial of! his most important 
hypothesis and, as such, requires. substantiation. 
As for the second. assumption that the end never 
justifies the means—surely the non-pacifist is 
arguing that, in this case, the end does justify 
the means, 

Mr. Davies states that “If you did fight you 
would not be fighting for liberty or justice or 
democracy or any other ideal which you think 
England stands for.” Our non-pacifist may not 
be under any misapprehension that he would be 
fighting for an ideal. He believes that he would 
be fighting to retain the lesser instead of helping 
to bring about the greater of two evils. 


Mr. Sparkes's solution seems to me absolutely 
devoid of logic. If pacifists are numerous enough 
to cause defeat it does not by any means follow 
that they are numerous enough to prevent war. 
If victory or defeat depends on the attitude of 
non-pacifists, it does not follow that they can 
“ery halt to the massacre and destruction, and 
so save their countrymen and country in the 
only way.” His last two paragraphs are but an 
eulogy on pacifism. 

I am, then, left entirely unconvinced. I 
remain a believer that in pacifism lies the 
world’s only hope of redempticn. I shall 
therefore refuse to co-operate with the war 
machine, at least until war has started: 
whether or not I shall lend my assistance 
once it has started I do nat know. I shall 
be regarded by the majority as a pacifist— 
as a particularly “ jelly-bellied ” one at that, 
for it will be said that I will not stick to my 
principles. 


. REGINALD W. DENT. 
Cricklewood, N.W.2. 


“If war does come, won't pacifists who 
remain pacifists be merely helping the 
worst side to win?” 


That in effect was the problem which 
readers tried to answer in your recent 
competition, and there were some interest- 
ing points in the ‘three prize-winning 
entries which you published on page 4 last 
week. But none of them impressed me so 
much as the non-prize-winning letter in 
which Miss W. M. Greenfield emphasized 
the fact that pacifism is ultimately based 
not on. arguments ‘but on faith, and drew 
inspiration from the example of Jesus. 


For further light on'this point that Jesus 
was born into a “war situation,” I strongly 
recommend John’ S. Hoyland's recently 
published book: How Christ met Agores- 
sion (Peace Book Co..3s..6d.). As.the.pub- 
lishing ‘firm is anew one, the boak may 
have escaped the notiee of many librarians, 
so ‘Peace. News.readers should ‘make a point 
of suggesting it. 

C. B. FREEMAN. 

19, Tyfield ‘Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


Peoples or Delegates? 


Mr. Burne:renders a valuable. service ‘in 
your issue of June.9, as, indeed, do.all who 
draw -attention ‘to the ‘vital importance of 
Federal Union naw. 


On ‘the other hand, ‘his: suggestion of in- 
viting’the leaders of’ the :totalitarian' States 
to a conference confuses the issue. Con- 
ferences, like Leagues, as Mr. Streit points 
out consists of delegates ‘responsible to 
the Governments of Sovereign States, and 
no plenipotentiaries directly representing 
the electorate of such States. 


If Federal ‘Union ‘is to be achieved ‘in 
time ‘to avert a world war, and no ‘practic- 
able alternative presents itself in its place, 
it must be achieved now,.an.dcan only be 
so achieved through a referendum or ple- 
biscite of the peoples/of those Democracies 
already ripe for such a step. 


It would be then thatea world conference 
should ‘be called to which ‘Herr Hitler and 
Signor Mussolini would be invited, together 
with the representatives of all other States. 

D. F..GOODSON. 

Plum Tree Cottage, Burford, Oxon. 
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JOHN BARCLAY writes from Room 13: 


COMING TO 
HARROGATE? 


P.P.U. SUMMER CONFERENCE, Fannel 
Ash College, Harrogate, July 29 
to August 8. 

|F you have not already sent in your 

application, do it now, for let me tell 
you—as coming “straight from the horse’s 

mouth” so to speak—it is going to be a 

grand show! When you have read what 

follows you will see why, and I should 
hate to have to refuse you because we were 
full up. 

The College is situated in its own estate 
of some 21 acres, about 24 miles from Harro- 


The Swimming Bath at Pan 
GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS 


Conference opens on Saturday, July 29, 
at 4 p.m. 


Lectures : 

These will be held every morning at 10 
o’clock, and a discussion will follow from 
8 till 10 the same evening. 

Lecturers : 
Mary Gamble 
Wilfred Wellock Stuart Morris 

Dr. Alex Wood Andrew Stewart 

and (names later) an American pacifist, a 
French pacifist, and it is hoped, a German 
pacifist will also address the conference. 
Entertainments: 

On the first Sunday night the Adelphi 
Players are giving us the Little Plays of 
St. Francis. They are an accomplished 
body and will be coming to Harrogate after 
a tour of village halls where they will have 
been during the previous fortnight. 


Canon Raven 


gate; standing on high ground in the open 
country in beautiful scenery, the school has 
an ideal situation. 


The main school buildings consist of one 
large block facing South, and it is in this 
block that most of the sleeping accommo- 
dation lies. 


All our lectures will be held in the school 
hall which has a large stage for our enter- 
tainments and a projector for films. We 
shall have the full use of the gymnasium 
and playing fields, and swimming bath, so 
that those who wish to keep slim will have 
every opportunity. 


There are eight tennis courts and the 
swimming bath measures 100ft. x 30ft., and 
has changing rooms and diving boards. 


nal Ash College, Harrogate 


Later in the week, I am arranging for a 
visit from Mary Field, of British Instruc- 
tional Films, who will be bringing with her 
some of the latest historical 10-minute 
“shorts” as well as less serious subjects 
Our own films will be shown too. 

On Bank Holiday we shall “go gay” and, 
after a sports day and water-carnival, the 
final concert and singsong will be held in 
the school hall. 


All this for 50s. if you stay the whole 
time, or 37s. 6d. for any week. We are 
hoping that quite a number of people will 
join us in tents as there is plenty of room 
for camping. Please let me have your 
names by the end of the month as I have to 
arrange for catering in advance. The school 
staff are staying behind to do all the cook- 


NEWS * 


The Notice 
Board 


{tems must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 
Blackheath.—Open-air meetings held every 
Sunday at 7 p.m. at Whitfield's Mount (near 
cricket pitch), preceded by tea at Blackheath 
Peace Shop. Speakers: Sybil Morrison, Alan 
Eden-Green and others. , 

Manchester.—Regional meeting tomorrow (Sat- 
urday) at the Athenzum? Princess Street, will 
include Peace News conference from 3 to 5.30 
p.m. See “Forthcoming Events.” 

Ilford.—Open-air meetings every Saturday, 8 
p.m., at corner of Wellesley Road and Cranbrook 
Road (near Ilford LNER station). 

Peckham.—Group meeting every Wednesday 
at new headquarters. Members are living on 
the premises so pacifists needing contact or COs 
advice, call any evening at 158 Queens Road, 
S.E.15. 

Poster Parades 

Dorking.—Cooperative Hall at 3.30 p.m. Reigate 
Friends’ Meeting House at 5.30 p.m. 

“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Orpington.—Every Saturday evening two mem- 
bers will sell in Orpington High Street. Volun- 
teers wanted. Write W. G. Howard, 11 Willett 
Close, Pettswood, Kent 

Edinburgh.—Anyone willing to sell please write 
to T. K. Wolfe, Peace Pledge Union Room, 12 
Picardy Place, Edinburgh. 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 
street selling every Friday between 4.30 and 7.30 
p.m. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 22 Hemyock Road, 
Selly Oak, Birmingham 29. 

Fridays and Saturdays; also assist on Market 
“Peace Stall.” Support No Conscription League's 
meetings on sands, 8 p.m., Sundays.—Peace News 
information from A. G. Sparkes, 9 Malvern 
Terrace, Brynmill, Swansea, 


Miscellancous 
Crewe.—A mock Tribunal will be held on Wed- 
nesday (June 21) in Comradeship Room, Wilson 
House, Mill Street. 

Wimbledon.—Heipers wanted for Handbook 
selling at Wimbledon Tattoo on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, June 28 and 29 and July 
1. Meet at Copper Mill Lane, by the Stadium in 
Plough Lane, at 7.45 p.m. 

Sheffield—Peace Service Handbook publicity 
week, June 26 to July 1. Sellers wanted. Please 
call as soon as possible on E. Atkin, Dick Shep- 
pard Centre, 25 Change Alley, Sheffield. 

Cardiff District.—All members and any others 
interested are invited to join a. coastal ramble. 
Meet Westgate Street Bus Terminus 11 a.m. for 
Barry Bus. Bring lunch and bathing costumes. 
Tea ouf. 

A permanent mock tribunal, resembling as 
nearly as possible those to be appointed under 
the Military Training Act, is to be set up shortly 
in London. All those wishing to appear before 
this body to “try out” their case for exemption, 
also any who are willing to sit as members of it, 
please write to Secretary, Fellowship of Consci- 
entious Objectors, 84 Review Road, Cricklewood, 
N.W.2. 

Jumble Sale.—Organized by Westminster group 
on July 15 in aid of group funds. Saleable 
articles of all descriptions will be welcomed and 
should be sent to W. J. Gilmore, 6, Bessborough 


ing, cleaning and waiting. but we shall 
supply washing-up squads. 


Place, S.W.1. or will be collected on receipt of a 
postcard to this address. 


What The Groups Are Doing 


ADDRESSING a PPU meeting at Ilkley 
** recently, Miss Naomi Jacob empha- 
sized that there never was a war that did 
not breed hate. It was inevitable; it bred 
hate in the conquerors and in the con- 


quered. 

Discussing the Treaty of Versailles, she 
said hate was a boomerang, and if they 
flung it into the world, as they did in that 
treaty, it came back and hit the sender. 
How could anything succeed that started 
in a spirit of hate and‘injustice? 

Tre Rev. P. Donald ‘Robins said+he tirmly 
believed that this was the last chance that 
civilization would get. God gave love to them 
as a law. and if they defied that law they diced. 
This was zero hour for Western civilization. 
They had to choose one thing or the other, and 
Christ never asked anyone ta follow Him with- 
out warning him that there was the danger of 
a cross at the other end of the road. If they 
chose war then it would mean the blotting out 
of civilization. 

The meeting was presided over by Mrs. Doris 
Langley Moore, of Elarrogate. 


East Midlands Picnic 
ANY members of the East Midlands Area 
met on Sunday of last week to spend the 
day at Bradgate Park, Leicestershire. , 

After a picnic, where members of various 
groups in the area were able to converse and 
exchange views, they were d:sappointed to dis- 
cover that open-air meetings were not allowed 
inside the park. A small meeting was held out- 
side the gates, however, at which Peace News 
was sold and pamphlets were distributed. 

It was then dzcided to have an early tea and 
journey to Leicester. There, in the market 
place, a very successful and inspiring meeting 
was held, addressed by Mr. A. Opie. 


West Kent Publicity Van 


ONSIDERABLE interest has been aroused in 
West Kent by the appearance of the 
recently acquired Publicity Van. Painted green, 
with gold lettering on its sides, and bearing on 
the top a signboard giving the Peace Pledge, 
together with topical posters, it is a propaganda 
unit which brings emphatically before the public 
the existence of the PPU. 

The Van carries supplies of literature, posters, 
boards, signs, &c., and very shortly will also 
have loud-speaker apparatus and a speaker's 
Stand. 

The Van Committee recently decided that, in 
order to give it the fullest possible publicity, 
groups in the counties of Kent, Sussex and 
Surrey as well as London (south of the Thames) 


should be invited to hire the van for open-air 
meetings, poster parades, carnival processions, 
special demonstrations and tne advertisement of 
local activities. 

Further details are obtainable 
Honorary Secretary. Mr. J. N. 
Frensham Road, S.E9. 


New Welsh Pamphlet 


A NEW PPU pamphlet, in Welsh, has been pub- 

lished by Heddychnwyr Cymru entitled 
Ymwrthodwr da Rhyfet! It is obtainable from the 
ecretary. 51 King Street, Wrexham, at 4d. per 
copy post paid, or 3s. 6d per dozen. Group 
secretaries may have them for 2s. 6d. per dozen 
plus postage 


from the 
Haynes, 16 


Race Week Activity in Newcastle 
EWCASTLE pacifists made ambitious 
arrangements for propaganda during Race 
Week, the city’s annual holiday. In the centre 
of what is claimed to be Britain's largest fair 
ground they erected a marquee, the interior of 
which was fitted up with propaganda posters and 
a display of literature. It attracted a constant 
stream of visitors. 

Last Sunday, the opening day of the Fair. saw 
the customary demonstrations of all the local 
sects and parties. The PPU meeting attracted 
by far the largest crowd, there being well over 
1,000 present during the best part of the meeting. 
William Berry of Durham, and Andrew Stewart 
addressed the crowd with the aid of a micro- 
phone and loud speakers. Literature was widely 
distributed and Peace News and The Handbook 
sold. 


Propaganda in Hyde Park 


pre members have started propaganda in 
Hyde Park and are attracting wide atten- 
tion by the large banner (“Young Men Fight for 
Old Men’s Folly”), which stands above their 
platform. 

John Barclay spoke last Sunday and next 
Sunday Andrew Stewart will be the speaker. 
Meetings begin at 3 p.m. 


Leytonstone Defies the Weather 
A HEAVY downpour of rain just prior to their 
‘ open air meeting on Sunday did not deter 
Leytonstone pacifists from carrying out their 
Propaganda. They changed their pitch from the 
common to outside Friends’ House, near the 
famous “Green’ Man.” Seventeen poster 
paraded, selling The Handbook and distributing 
leafiets announcing the meeting. 

When the rain stopped John Barclay addressed 
a crowd of 200 on the pacifist solution of present 
international problems. 


T a joint meeting of the Motherwell and 
Wishaw groups it was decided to observe 
July 2 to 9 as a Peace Week, and during that 
week to utilize every possible means of putting 
across pacifism to the citizens of the two Lanark- 
shire industrial towns Mass selling of Peace 
News and the Peace Service Handbook will be 
a large part of this campaign 


Holborn and St. Pancras Meetings 
URING the past six months the Holborn and 
St. Pancras group has had a printed pro- 
gramme giving details of its regular meetings 
and speakers. Recent speakers include George 
Padmore on “Colonies” and George Mansur, of 
the Arab Centre on “Palestine.” This has been 
found to be a very successful means of attract- 
ing newly-joined PPU members to group meet- 
ings. 

On June 3, in common with many other 
groups, this group had a rota of members 
picketing the local labour exchange throughout 
the day and obtained the names and addresses 
of all those registering as CO's. It is interesting 
to note that out of 16 registering only 8 were 
PPU members. 
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Under the Oak Tree 


THE PRESENT 
PROBLEM 


simu ~By Theo Wills anummiz 


"THE community life of Basque House has 

seemed to suit our children. It is, of 
course, different from anything they were 
used to. They had played in bands in Bilbao 
streets and the neighbouring hills, but 
never before had belonged to such a big 
and real earnest gang as this one. The re- 
patriated children comment on the strange- 
ness of the home-life to which they have 
gone back. The key-note of their life here 
has been zest, and the experience will no 
doubt permanently influence them. 


TTC 
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- Having made the acquaintance of Basque 
Children in this environment, it has been inter- 
esting to see them in others. Travelling with a 
group on concert tours has enabled one to get to 
know some of them particularly well, and also 
to witness their reactions on entering English 
homes. 

Their conductors have shared the benignity 
with which they have been received everywhere, 
and if all the hosts who have had one or two of 
our children in.their homes could together voice 
their impressions, the chorus would be one of 
unqualified enthusiasm. The emotion with 
which, at railway-stations and other departure 
points in not a few parts of the country, groups 
of friends have said good-bye to us, can leave no 
doubt about our children’s power to win hearts. 


© . . 


The problem now arises of finding a place in 
private homes for those children whom we can- 
not repatriate. The Home Office did not at first 
permit adoption into private homes. Now it 
does. We have one girl so adopted and regularly 
attending a secondary school, and very contented, 
smart and attractive she looks in her English 
school-girl’s uniform. Two small boys are at a 
private boarding-school in Harrow, and our two 
stalwart girls from Elanchove last week went to 
live at a farm in Gloucestershire. 

We have about a score of other attractive 
children waiting to be adopted in a similar way. 
Would readers who can help kindly communicate 
with Mrs. Max Plowman at P.P.U. headquarters? 
(Address below.) 


This series, *‘Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
G Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


At the last group meeting it was decided to 
devote the collection to the “Brick”-scheme and 
as a result lls. will be forwarded to head- 


quarters. 


Edmonton Annual Meeting 
|B genet tae by the secretary, treasurer, and 
Peace News and Literature Secretary at the 
third annual general meeting of the Edmonton 
group, showed that steady improvement of a 
consolidating kind had taken place throughout 


the year. ; 
John Barclay addressed the meeting and ap- 


pealed for even greater efforts by members uf 
the group. 


Invitation from Colwyn Bay 
ISITORS to Colwyn Bay this summer are 
cordially invited to join the group there on 
Friday evenings. A post card to the secretary, 
Rowland A. Bird, “Runnymede,” Mochdre, Col- 
wyn Bay, will secure a copy of their syllabus 
of summer activities. 

The group was formed eighteen months ago 
and amongst its activities have been six public 
meetings, a film show, an exhibition, an armis- 
tice service, and a peace play. 

Lately an advisory committee to assist CO's 
has been set up including representatives from 
the Chapels and local organizations. 
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CUT THIS OUr FOR REFERENCE 


Complete List of Advisory 
Bureaux for C.O.’s 


London 
BERMONDSEY. Mr. J. Douglas, G0b Fort 
Road, S.E.1. 

‘BLACKHEATH. The Peace Shop, 14 Royal 

Parade, S.E.3. 

+CHELSEA. Mr. J. F. Brown, 114, King’s Road, 
S.W.3. 

"DALSTON. Charles Haworth, 18, Victoria Park 
Square, E.2. 


"EDMONTON. Mr. A. E. Bayntun, 108, Town 
Road, N.9. 

EALING,. Society of Friends, 49, 
Road, Ealing, W.5. 

ELTHAM and SIDCUP. Mrs. 
69, Southern Crescent, S.E.9. 
+FOREST GATE. Mr. J. Curson, 126, Hampton 
Road, Ilford. 
GOLDERS GREEN. 


Uxbridge 


V. Lawrence, 


Eustace Gillet, 5, Milton 


Close, N.2. 

HAMPSTEAD. Mrs. G. Anderson, 15, Cross- 
field Road, N.W.3. 

HAMPSTEAD. Miss D. Ward, 3, Warwick 
Mansions, N.W.3. 

HOUNSLOW. Mr. J. W. Alexander, 13, Lamp- 


ston Avenue, Hounslow. 
FHORNSEY. Robert Avery, 
Road, N.10. 

HORNSEY. G. E. Turner, 6 Palace Court Gar- 
dens, N.10. 

LEWISHAM. Mr. P. H. Couldry, 82 Cotton 
Hill, Bromley, Kent. 

{MILL HILL. E. J. Baker, 7 Trelawn Gardens, 
N.W.7. 

PLAISTOW. Mr. A. W. Woodcock, 64, Cum- 
berland Road, E.13. 

*POPLAR. Rev. Gilbert Shaw, 
Woolmoor Street, E.14. 


16a Mennell Hill 
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SHADWELL. Mr. J. Hoare, 293 The Highway, 
Shadwell, E.1. 
STREATHAM. Mrs. Clegg, 62 Strathbrook 
Road, S.W.16. 


*TOTTENHAM. F. J. Murfin, 88 Winchelsea 
Road, Tottenham, N.19. 

WANSTEAD. Mr. A. G. Soar, 43 Keswick Gar- 
dens, Ilford. 


WILLESDEN. Miss L. Behenna, 88 Kempe 
Road, N.W.6. 
WOOLWICH. Mr. R. J. Dunn, 59, Liffler 
Road, S.E.18. 
*WANDSWORTH. Eric Tucker, 30 Alfriston 
Road, S.W.11. 
*WEMBLEY. Mr. S. E. Peat, 1, Ashton Court, 


Greenford Road, Harrow. 

WATLING. J. A. Bayes, 5 The Circle, Hale 
Drive, N.W.7. 
WIMBLEDON. Mr. H. 
dale Road, S.W.19. 
}WALTHAMSTOW. 
Mapperley Drive, 
Essex. 


A. Gosden, 6 Gordon- 


Mr. E. C. Redhead, 2 
Oakhill, Woodford Green, 


Provinces 


“AYLESBURY. Mr. R. E. Frost, 
Meadway, Berkhamsted, Herts. 
ABERDEEN. Mr. A. Gray, 2 Maberley Street, 
Aberdeen. 

AMERSHAM. John Bunney, 
Mitchell's Walk, Amersham. 
*ASHFORD (Kent). PPU. 
ANGUS, Fife. Rev. E. S. Towill, 27 Windsor 
Dvive, Dundee and Perthshire. 

tAYTON (Yorks). Society of Friends. 
*BARNET AND POTTERS BAR. Mr. Percy 
Woods, 8 Heath Drive, Potters Bar, Middlesex. 
*BETHESDA. Rev. T. Arthur Jones, 20 Ogwen 
Terrace, Bethesda, Wales. 


“Quantock,” 


Marston Croft, 


+BOURNEMOUTH. Will Marchant, 92 Pine 
Road, Winton, Bournemouth. 
BEXHILL. Miss W. Rawlins, 2 “otherfield 


Avenue, Bexhill. 

BLACKPOOL. Mr. R. S. Baxter, 411 Waterloo 
Road, Blackpool. 

BIRKENHEAD. Mr. A. H. Boyes, 28 Bebington 
Road, Bebington, Birkenhead. 
*BAKEWELL AND MATLOCK. 
Friends. 

BOLTON. Mr. T. Binks, 39 Rumworth Street, 
Bolton. 

BOLTON. Latman Boardman, Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Tripping Street, Bolton. 
BANBURY. S. Mabel Warner, 72 Bath Road, 


Society of 


Banbury. 
BIRMINGHAM. John Burton, c/o Friends’ 
Library, 8 Dr. Johnsons Passage, Bull Street, 


Birmingham. 

BIRMINGHAM. Ernest H. Fletcher, 59 Bush- 
more Road, Hall Green, Birmingham 28. 
BIRMINGHAM. Herbert Whatley 603 Bordes- 
ley Green, Birmingham. 

T+BIRMINGHAM. Friends’ Meeting House, Bull 
Street. Birmingham. 

TBRISTOL. Mr. W. H. C. Lewis, 37 Chandos 
Road. Redland, Bristol, 6 
+BRISTOL. Eileen Fletcher, Friends’ 
House, Broadwen, Bristol. 
BRIGHOUSE. Willie Agar, Society of Friends. 
BOURNVILLE. Mr. J. D. Maynard, 10, Wes- 
ley Hill, Selly Oak, Birmingham, 29. 
*BRADFORD. Rev. D. A. Foster, St. Stephen’s 
Vicarage. West Bowling, Bradford. 
*BLACKBURN. Friends’ Meeting House, Para- 
dise Terrace, King Street, Blackburn. (A. 
Leather.) 

BECKENHAM. Mr. D. Webb, 152 Aylesford 
-Avenue, Beckenham. 

JBICESTER. Mr. S. G. Hedges, Rialto, 56 Buck- 
ingham Road. Bicester, Oxon. 
BEACONSFIELD. R. Everett, Corner Cottage, 
Jordans, Nr. Beaconsfield. 

COLEFORD, GLOS. Mr. E. W. Morgan, 16, 
Bonbush, Coleford, Glos. ‘ 
COVENTRY. Erxic. C. Flinn, 
Avenue, Coventry. ~~ 
CARDIFF. Mr. F. Beard, 8 Wilton Place, Ely, 
Cardiff. 
FCROYDON. Mark H. C. Hayler, 65 Tennyson 
Road, S. Norwood, S.E.25. 


Meeting 


77 Styvechale, 


S. *PORTSMOUTH AND SOUTHSEA. 


CARLISLE. Mr. H. Ritson, Friends’ Meeting 
House, Fisher Street, Carlisle. 

C JALVILLE. Mr. G. C. White, 
Broom Leys Avenue, Coalville. 

*CAMBRIDGE. Edward Johnson, 
hinton Road, Cambridge. 
CHELTENHAM,. Mrs. Couzens, 28 Lansdowne 
Crescent, Cheltenham. 

CHESTER. Mr. K. B. Brooks, 5 Cable Row, 
Saltney, Chester. 

*COBHAM. John Lord, High Elm, Oak Road, 
Cobham, Surrey. 

7CHELMSFORD. Mr. W. B. Smith, 5 Baddon 
House Flats, Chelmsford. 
+CREWE. Mr. M. R. Less, Wilson House, Hill 
Street, Crewe. 
+DERBY. W. D. White, 40, Stone Hill Road, 
Derby. 
DOLLAR. Tom Millar, 4 Bridge Street, Dollar, 
Clackmannanshire, 
*DOLGELLY. Mr. R. Bishop, King’s, Dolgelly. 
DONCASTER. Society of Friends. 
DUNDEE. Miss Toole, 16, Flight Lane, Lochee, 
Dundee. 
EDINBURGH. Mr. J. Gibson, 5 Edina Street, 
Edinburgh. 
EASTBOURNE. John Brewer, Wood Rising, 
Willingdon, Eastbourne, Sussex. 
EVESHAM. Mr. J. Bubb, South Littleton, 
Evesham. 
EXMOUTH. Society of Friends’. 
EXETER. Mrs. Thorn, 21 Prospect Park, 
Exeter. 
EDGWARE. R. M. Entwistle, 25 Stoneyfields 
Lane, Edgware. 
GUILDFORD. Carl Heath, Whitewings, Manor 
Way, Guildford. 
GLASGOW. Mr. R. Vallance, c/o, 
Gardner Street, Glasgow, W.1. 
GREENFORD. H. V. Fuller, 
Avenue, Greenford, Middlesex. 
tHULL, Anthony Cadbury, 37 De La Pole 
Avenue, Hull. 

THARROGATE. Miss Tennant, Fairlawne, 
Broughbridge Road, Knaresborough, Yorks. 
HITCHIN AND LETCHWORTH. Mr. B. Donne- 
Smith, Grooms. Greenoaks, Close, London Road, 
Hitchin 
HASTINGS. Mrs. E. Connolly, 
Square, St. Leonards. 
HALIFAX. Miss W. Evans, 37 Newstead Place, 
Halifax. 

HEBDEN BRIDGE. Mr. Thomas, Hanningroyd, 
Hebden Bridge, Yorks. 


Sunnydale, 


26 Cherry- 
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HUDDERSFIELD. Harold Thorpe, Westoe, 
Queens Road, Huddersfield. 

*HORSHAM. Frank Moreton, Billingshurst, 
Sussex. 

HASLEMERE. Alice Penn, “Pax,” Half Moon 
Hill, Haslemere. 

HOLYHEAD. Miss Stevens, Tien-y-Garn, Wal- 


then Avenue, Holyhead. 

ILFORD. Mr. Heasman, 53 West Row Gardens, 
Seven Kings, Ilford. 

ILFORD. Mr. McCaughey, 19 Nutfield Gardens, 
Gocdmayes. Ilford. 

KINGSTON. Norman Styrin, 44, Elm Walk, 
Raynes Park, S.W.20. 

*KEIGHLEY. John Pawson, 4 Starkies Street, 
Keighley. 

KING'S LYNN. F. P. Ba!l, 73 Tennyson Avenue, 
King’s Lynn. Norfolk. 

TtLEICESTER. Stanley Smith, 14 Humberstone 
Drive, Leicester. 

LEEDS. Mr. R. Petterson, 13 St. Alban Mount, 
Leeds, 9. 

LINCOLN. Theodore Burtt, Brant Broughton, 
Nr. Lincoln. 

LINCOLN. Rev. F. N. James, 9 The Avenue, 
Lincoln. 


LANCASTER. Thomas Rhodes, 55' Parkfield 
Drive, Lancaster. 
LIVERPOOL. Peace Committee Secretary, 


Friends’ Meeting House, Hunter Street, Liver- 
pool. 

LIVERPOOL. Rev. A. Crawford, 3 Wenlock 
Road. Anfield. Liverpool 4 
{LEIGH-ON-SEA. Cecil Cox, 
Chase, Leigh-on-Sea. 
LOUGHBOROUGH. Mr. E. H. Freeman, 4 
Edetin Road. Loughborough. 

*MANCHESTER. Mr. A. Brayshaw, 11 Rowan 
Avenue, Whalley Range, Manchester, 16. 
NEWTON ABBOT. E. C. Maddax, 39 Manor 
Road. Newton Abbot. 

NUNEATON. Mr. G. W. Samuels, 244 Higham 
Lane, Nuneaton. 

NOTTINGHAM. Mr. D Pickerill, 8 Fisher 
Avenue. Woodthorpe, Nottingham. 

NORWICH. Percy Boddy, 8 Hughenden Road, 
Norwich. 

NORTHAMPTON. George Burrows, 96 Birch- 
field Road. Northampton. 
NEWCASTLE. Thomas 
Terrace, Newcastle, 6. 
JNORTHWOOD. Mr. J. R. Wilde, Dolfor. Wol- 
sey Road. Moor Park, Northwood, Middlesex. 
+OLDHAM. Mrs Elsie Healey, Stedway, Boars- 
hurst. Greenfield, Nr. Oldham. 

*PURLEY. Charles Knight, 14 Coulsdon Rise, 
Coulsdon, Surrey. 

PLYMOUTH. PPU Chairman, Friends’ Meeting 
House. Mutley Plain. Plymouth. 


37 Kingswood 


Large, 13 Mundella 


Clifford 
Hancock. 18 Worthing Road, Southsea. 
PENKETH. Theker Featonby, 58 Phipps Wood, 
Burtonwood, Nr. Warrington. 
PETERBOROUGH. Mr. A. F. Tomlinson, 77 
Newark Avenue, Peterborough. 
+PRESTON. Mr. F. Bancroft, Knowle Green, 
Longridge, Nr. Preston. 

*RICHMOND. Mr. G. D. Piper, 97 Sandycombe 
Road, Surrey. 

RUTHERGLEN. Mr. A. Stevenson, 4 Wallace 
Street. Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. 

ROCHESTER AND CHATHAM. Mr. E. G. Att- 
wood. 4 Green Way, Chatham. 

“READING. Mrs. M. Castle, 
Leighton Park, Reading. 


Reckitt House, 


ROCHDALE. Mr. W. Whitworth, Spring Hin, | 
Walk. Smallbridge, Rochdale. 

PADCLIFFE. Alexander Manning, 23 Pembroken | 
Drive, Redvales, Bury, Lancs. 

}ROMFORD AND HORNCHURCH. Christobel 
Cowles, 19 Tudor Drive, Gidea Park, Essex. 
*SLOUGH. J. Fletcher Porter, 103 Windsor 
Road, Slough. 

ST. LEONARDS. Mrs. T. S. Eldridge, 48 Payn- 
ter Road, Silverhill, St. Leonards. 
SUNDERLAND. William Dixon, 14 Queenbury 
Street, Sunderland. 
SWANSEA, Mr. A. Williams, 
Swansea. 

SOUTHAMPTON. Mr. A. J McCarthy 14 Cole- 
brook Avenue, Southampton. 


28 Eversley Road, 


SWINDON Mr. F. J. King, 20 Broome Manor 
Lane. Swindon. 
SCARBOROUGH. Donald Robson, Allways, 


Lady Edith’s Avenue, Scarborough. 
{STIRCHLEY. Reginald Atkins, 56 Kingsley | 
Road, King’s Norton, Birmingham, 30. 
SHEFFIELD. Charles Doncaster, 111 Osborne 
Road, Sheffield, 11. 
SCHOLES. Samuel Edmonson, Hill Crescent, | 
Whitecliffe Read, Cleckheaton. | 
STREET. George Smith, Lower Brooks, Street, 
Somerset. 
JSTOCKPORT. Mr. Orford, 
Heaton Norris. Stockport. 
{SIDCOT. Mr. R. W. Pask, Rose Cottage, Sidcot, | 
Winscombe, Somerset. 
*STAFFORD. Hon. Secretary, 8 Baswich Lane, 
Weeping Cross. Stafford. 
“STROUD AND NAILSWORTH. 
Friends. 
{ST. ALBANS. Mrs. Merkins,. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Upper Lattimore Road, St. Albans. . 
+SHREWSBURY. PPU. 
tSTOKE-ON-TRENT. Mr. E. Kershaw, 
Liverpool Road. Newcastle, Staffs. 
TUMBLE. Society of Friends’. 
+TUNBRIDGE WELLS. Mr. M. Cranston, 4 
Mouth Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells. 
UXBRIDGE. Louisa Narraway, 102 Pole Hill 
Road. Hillingdon Heath, Uxbridge. 
“WAKEFIELD. Rev. J. B. Tonkin, Springstone 
House, Ossett. Yorks. 
*WARRINGTON. C. V. Moore, 91 March House 
Lane, Warrington, Lancs. 
WIGAN. Thomas Lane, Friends’ Meeting House, 
Lombard Buildings, Standishgate, Wigan. 
WORTHING. PPU. 
WELWYN. Hon. Secretary, 
Road. Welwyn Garden City. 
WREXHAM. Dick Sheppard House, King Street, 
Wrexham. 
WEST YORKS. Denis Riley, 13 Reech Avenue, 
Horsforth Nr. Leeds. 
*WORCESTER. Mrs. Spence, Eckington Manor, 
Pershore, Worcs. 
+WELLS. Mr. H. W. Coates, 1 Tor Woodhead, 
Tor Street, Wells, Somerset. 
+WORTHING. Mr. L. Tennant, 19 Ardsheal 
Close. Worthing 
YORK. Mr. C. Hill, 2 Railway Street, York. 
YORK. G. William Johnson, Society of Friends. 
* . * 
Note: Those marked with an * are additional or 
amended since the first list. 
Those marked with + are additional 
or amended since the second list. 
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Pacifism in a “ Thriller” 


Fron a Correspondent 
NE does not usually expect to find paci- 
fist writing in an ordjnary “thriller” so 
there is interest in the following extract 
from Prelude for War, which is one of the 
“Saint ’ books by Leslie Charteris: ~ 

“We ought to remember what hangs over our 
peace... This is the noise of a world gone mad. 
This is the climax of two thousand years of pro- 
gress. This is why philosophérs have searched 
for wisdom, and poets have revealed beauty, and 
martyrs have died for freedom—so that whole 
nations that call themselves intelligent human 
beings can exchange their brains for a brass 
band, and tax themselves to starvation to buy 
bombs and battleships, and live in a menial 
slavery that no physical slave in the old days 
was ever condemned to. And be so carried away 
by it that most of them really and honestly be- 
lieve that they’re proud crusaders building a 
new and glorious world. I know you can wipe 
out two thousand years of education with one 
generation of censorship and propaganda. But 
what is this sickness that makes one nation after 
another in Europe want to wipe them out?” 

And again: 

“There are almost enough of them now— 
marching mobs of idiots ... Backward and 
forward—and building guns and armies because 
they can't build anything else and because it’s 
the perfect solution for all economic problems 
so long as it lasts. How can you have peace and 
progress when fighting is the only gospel they've 
got to preach? If you wanted to be pessimistic 
you could feel that nature had got the whole 
idea of progress licked from the start because 
as soon as even the dumbest mass of people had 
just got educated .to the futility of mode:m war- 
fare and the stupidity of nationalism she could 
turn round and come back with some strutting 
monomaniac to sell the old stock over again 
under a new trade-mark and put the whole show 
back where it started from.” 


Rearmament and the Metal 
Industry 


“Those not closely in touch with the industry 
are, I think, apt to overrate the effect of the 
demands of rearmament on the _ non ferrous 
metals. Our experience shows that prices and 
turnover are more favourably influenced by de- 
mand for normal industrial purposes than for 
rearmament ... It (rearmament) kills much 
enterprise and probably cancels more orders 
than it creates.” 

The chairman at the general meeting of the 
Amalgamated Metal Corporation, Ltd. 


FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS 


See page 8 
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ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
FURNISHED BUNGALOW near sea. Three 
bedrooms. modern conveniences. June to Sep- 
tember.—Colwyn, ‘Shaftesbury Road, Rustington, 


| Sussex. 


KINGSGATE THANET, to let July 22 onwards, 
furnished house, sleep seven, 2 reception, kitchen 
and scullery, Ideal boiler, gas, electricity, garage. 
good garden, close sea, golf links.—Webb, 144 


| Crofton Road, Orpington. 


a 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Norton Way North, Letchworth (Letchworth 


PERSONAL 


7 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST (26).—(South  York- 
shire) desires a companion for cycling holiday, 
July 15 to 29. using youth hostels where conveni- 
ent. Box 184, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


TWO REFUGEE BOYS, now schooling in 
England. Could someone interest themselves by 
giving them five or ten shillings per week?— 
Apply David Spreckley. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. London, W.C.1. 


URGENTLY WANTED, domestic job for Jewish 
woman in Berlin, and guarantee for boy of 
ue by Jane 30. Ayply Storr, 50 Remola Road, 

.E.24, 


WOULD ANYONE INTERESTED in starting a 
farming community in Canada write to Wilson, 
89 Beaufort Street, Nelson, Lancs.? 


Vacant 
EDUCATED MOTHER’S HELP, 23-35. Girl 
5 years. Daily maid kept. Cheshire Small 


modern house.—Box 175, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4 


Wanted 


YOUNG MAN, Jewish, already in England, 
urgently needs opening as trainee. Qualified 
as electrician, but willing to take any offer, in- 
cluding agriculture. Highly recommended. 
Apply War Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey 
Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


| WHERE TO STAY 
ARE YOU PLANNING your nolidays, or con- 


ference? Send for brochure. Adult Schoot 
Guest House, Manor House, Bewdley, Worcs. 
Phone 101. Free garage. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt 600ft. For bappy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock, Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 
Ambergate (L.M S.). 


FURNISHED HOUSES, &c. East coast badly 
hit. PPU members specially welcomed in South- 
wold Write HUM, South Green. (Please en- 
close postage.) 


MORECAMBE HEYSHAM: Board Residence: 
Veg, Seaview; resident Healing mediums; every 
comfort zessured. , Box 183 Peace News 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


PRINTING-.and PUBLICITY 
e 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245- 7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 
Telephone : - « GLAdstone 1234. 
e 


100% Members Peace Pledge Union. 


Better than A. R. P.? 


The following notice appears on the 
notice-board in the porch of the village 
church of St. Mary of the Angels at Bolton- 


le-Sands:— 
AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


In the event of Air Raid: 

This church will be open day and night. A 
priest will be there to give the Sacraments of 
Penance and the Eucharist to all who ask for 
them. 

The hours will be further.spent: In penitence 
for sin, national as well as personal; above all 
in repentance for the corporate sin of war. 

In worship of God, the ever-blessed All 
Glorious and Undivided Trinity, in praise of His 
Righteousness and Justice, His power and love, 

In prayer for all-* “who suffer, in our country 
and in every other; in prayer for our enemies— 
above all for those: who seek our life. In sur- 
render to the Divine Will, either for life or 
death; for death, if; by dying we can make re- 
paration for sin ‘and add our sufferings to those 
of Christ for His Mystical Body’s sake, which is 
the Church; for life, if by living we can help to 
build a world ruined, by, sin. 


- 
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Do We Learn 
From History? 


PARTA ... was formed to experiment 
in State organization on lines which 
gave a shock to our modern notions of in- 
dividual liberty Personal property, mar- 
riage, family life, were all subordinated to 
2 ruthless militarism. Sparta may in con- 
sequence have been able to boast that her 
State needed no walls; but we at any rate 
realize, even if the Spartans themselves 
did not, that the over-development of her 
protective powers had so atrophied the 
other sides of her life that practically 
speaking there was not much worth pro- 
tecting to protect.” 


—How Europe Grew, by F. J. Adkins, 
NCLC Publishing Society, Ltd. 1931. 
Chapter 5. 


TIENTSIN 


(Continued from page 1) 


Meantime most of the 400,000,000 Chinese 
and 98,000,000 Japanese live in a poverty 
that has no equal here. The Japanese, 
“man-in-the-street” doesn’t get anything 
out of his country’s war, just as you and I 
don’t get anything out of British “interests” 
in China. So don’t think of him as a fire- 
eating militarist. 

“We,” as I have used it above, does not 
mean you and IJ, ordinary British folk. We 
have no personal concern in_ these 
squabbles of the profit-seekers. But it will 
be we who will be called upon to fight if 
war is declared. 

When ordinary folk decide that if the 
profit-seekers insist on exploiting other 
peoples they must do it at their own risk, 
there will be an end to this kind of danger- 
ous imperialism which is keeping the Far 
East in ferment. 

There’s only one remedy—the common- 
sense one of the nations of the world ar- 
ranging to share everything useful in the 
world. There's enough and to spare for us 
all, if we use it that way. 

That problem and that solution are being 
kept in the background. We must bring 
it right into the foreground. That way and 
that way alone. lies peace in the Far East 
and the rest of the world. 


Convention to Discuss 
Peace and Poverty 


CANON STUART MORRIS, chairman of 

the Peace Pledge Union, will be 
among the three or four hundred delegates 
at a convention of religions to be held in 
Saxenholme, Birkdale, Southport, from 
August 20 to 27. 

The convention is for the purpose of col- 
lecting information on what various re- 
ligions are doing throughout the world for 
the promotion of world peace and the re- 
moval of world poverty. It will aim at 
practical results and not theological discus- 


sion. 

Among other organizations which will be 
represented are the League of Nations, League 
of Nations Union. Workers’ Educational Associa- 
tion, and the Society of Friends. 

Organizers of the convention are the 
Ramakrishna-Vevekananda Vedanta Society, 26 
Lancaster Gate, London, W.2, which was founded 
four years ago for the study of comparative 
religion. Convention secretaries are Miss L. D. 
Rankin and Mr. Y. Amias, of the same address. 


How to Prevent 


N.W. Frontier Raids 


Field-Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode, pre-. 
siding over the East India Association re- 
cently, when the North-West Frontier of 
India was under discussion, said that paci- 
fication of the tribesmen depended in large 
measure on their being able to make a 
living in peaceful ways. 

The resources of the mountainous coun- 
try were undeveloped, and the tribes 
depended on precarious cultivation and 
allowances. 

Sir William Barton, who followed, evi- 
dently could not imagine this being 
applicable beyond the confines of the 
North-West Frontier, for he said that the 
pacification of the frontier tribes was one 
of the outstanding political problems of the 
Empire. What a vast difference it would 
make, he said, if we could feel that a mil- 
lion fighting men of the frontier were on 
our side in the next war. 
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: Leg-up 
>: Will 


Czechs Prove Their Greatness ? 


‘THE Tientsin “incident ” is one that may 

well lead to more serious repercus- 
sions, and, therefore, every fresh develop- 
ment in this connexion should be most 
carefully watched. 

Whether Japan, as some political obser- 
vers claim, is acting on instructions from 
the Axis Powers must be viewed as purely 
speculative. But one thing which is quite 
certain is that the present tension is the 
result of a clash between rival im- 
perialisms. 

“Scrutator” (probably the most quoted 
political writer, of this country, in the 
world’s press), writing in the Sunday 
Times (one of the chief props of vested 
interests here), last Sunday declared... 
“the risks, whatever they are, would have 
to be met in preference to the extinction 
in favour of Japan of our political and 
commercial rights in the Far East.” 

What are our rights in China? Are we 
there to look after the 425,000,000 Chinese? 
It may be interesting to recall how this 
country became involved there at all. 

It was through the East India Company. 
This company went to China, without an 
invitation, mark you, about a hundred 
years ago, in order to traffic in opium. 
(That is precisely what the Japanese are 
doing today in those parts already 
acquired—not captured, as there has not 
been, so far, any official declaration of 
war.) 

The Chinese protested to the British 
Government, which then sent out a puni- 
tive expedition and by a series of “inci- 
dents” acquired some of the most vital 
ports in China, as well as many millions 
of pounds as compensation (which sounds 
like adding insult to injury) for alleged 
damage by them to British “interests.” 

No wonder Gladstone wrote in his Diary 
right back in 1840: “... but I am in dread 
of the judgment of God upon England for 
our national iniquity towards China.” It 
looks as if the sins of the fathers are visit- 
ing the third and fourth generations right 
enough. 

Whatever may be the course (or cause) 
of the present dispute, let it he remembered 
that this country has no more right in 
China than have the Japanese, as the com- 
mon purpose is one of exploitation for the 
selfish ends of private profit. Here is an- 
other. example of how imperialism may 
well lead us to war. 

We insist that it is the natural right of 
every nation in the world freely to de- 
termine its own destiny without the wilful 
interference of any outside power. 


Keep It Up! 


DESPITE the deadlock in the European 

situation produced by the massing of 
power against power, the idea of a con- 
ference is not altogether forgotten, even in 
important political circles. 

The most notable recent demand was 
that of Admiral Horthy, the Regent of 
Hungary, last week. His words are worth 
recalling: 

There are no problems which cannot be solved 
in a peaceful way. The nations must sit round 
the conference table,and discuss peaceably and 
with good will every question which bears the 
germ of pcssible conflict... The Great Powers 
are in a position, after first settling their own 
conflicts, to give a hearing to other interested 
nations, and to effect a new and just settlement. 
In my opinion it would be the happiest solution if 
the highest and most unselfish moral authority 
in the world, His Holiness the Pope, would pro- 
pose to the Great Powers a conference to settle 
all present disagreements. 


When George Lansbury and two other 
representatives of the Embassies of Re- 
conciliation went to Budapest last Septem- 
ber to put to Hungary’s rulers the idea of 
a conference, Admiral Horthy expressed a 
similar concern. His speech shows that he 
was not merely responding to a suggestion 
put to him, but that he definitely supports 
the idea and is making it his own. 

It also suggests, since it has been repor- 
ted that the Hungarian leader is under- 
stood to have spoken with the support of, 
at any rate, the German, and probably also 
the Italian dictator, that the Pope’s efforts 
are not entirely in vain. 

But, as George Lansbury and his col- 
leagues reminded readers of The Times on 
Tuesday, “from our own knowledge we can 
affirm that the Statesmen of other coun- 
tries in Europe are convinced that nothing 
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of this kind is likely to happen without 
the help of a British initiative.” There is 
every reason why pacifists should feel en- 
couraged to keep on with a demand, the 
monotony of which too often tends to make 
them despair. 


Germans and Czechs 


IN a leading article, on Saturday, which is 

believed to have been the cause of the 
confiscation of that issue in Germany, The 
Times described how “the Gestapo rules 
the land” that was once part of Czecho 
Slovakia. 

It went on to suggest that “that was 
probably not the intention of the German 
authorities,” but also to point out that 
“it is the ineluctable consequence of an 
attempt to dominate a high-spirited foreign 
population by Nazi methods.” But there 
was no attempt to go back further, to see 
whether that attempt (not to say desire) 
to dominate was not itself the inescapable 
consequence of some earlier wrongs. 

Yet The Times was able to note that 
“much of the responsibility for oppressive 
measures which both answer and stimulate 
the manifestations of a stubborn national- 
ism rests with the Sudeten Germans, now 
supreme among a people who were their 
masters during the twenty years that fol- 
lowed the war,” and that many of them 
“had personal scores to pay off.” 

Not that there is much virtue now in 
rubbing into a people suffering more than 
enough hardship what they might have 
done voluntarily, quickly and generously 
to answer instead of stimulating the “stub- 
born nationalism” of the Sudeten Germans. 
But it is worth noting that’ such action—as 
opposed to the belated (or, as events 
proved, th2 too-late offers of improvements 
in the Germans’ position made under pres- 
sure)—is the kind of positive policy that 
pacifists advocate. 

As it is, the Czechs are now practising a 
form of the pacifist’s more negative policy 
of non-violent resistance. They will win, 
though it will take them a long time and 
require more courage than those had who 
talked in September of fighting to the 
death, even alone, to prevent invasion. 

It is, of course, no less wrong for the 
Germans to oppress their minority, 
whether provoked or not, than for the 
Czechs to have oppressed theirs. But the 
vicious circle has to be broken somewhere, 
and the greater people are the people that 
do that, especially if they seem to be the 
less to blame. 


War Preparations 


TF ORD STRABOLGI in the House of 
“4 Lords, the other day, stated that in 
Belgium all vital points were guarded and 
those which would have to be destroyed in 
the event of a sudden attack had already 
their charges placed in position. 

He was toid that in Holland much the 
same state of preparedness was in existence 
and the dykes and bridges of any impor- 
tance were mined and guarded. Switzer- 
land, he was informed, was also well 
prepared and ready to blow up tunnels 
and bridges in order to hold up an advance. 

These are three countries which are ever 
insistent on their strict neutrality. If only 
the energies and resourcefulness of man- 
kind could be diverted into constructive 
efforts! 


If statesmanship is so impoverished, then 
the common people must proclaim they 
have faith in each other and work for peace 
instead of wasting all their energies in war 
preparations, The pacifist will be rendering 
the greatest service to the cause of peace 
if he will strive always to place before 
the public positive and constructive pro- 
posals for the well-being of mankind, in- 
stead of merely denouncing the dangers 
of war. 


Plight In India 


GENEVA, a name that used to inspire 
hope for the future progress of civiliz- 
ation, seldom hits the headlines today. 

The International Labour Office, how- 
ever, is still functioning, although with a 
depleted staff owing to the various govern- 
ments which are supposed to be supporting 
it defaulting in their nominal payments 
because they say they are hard up. The 
astronomical budgets for armaments are 
not mentioned. The International Labour 
Conference has been meeting in Geneva, 
and the report of the Indian worker's dele- 
gate, Mr. Nimbkar is of interest. 

He told of building workers receiving a 
wage of only 3d. a day, and how wages 
were generally so low that the only country 
with which they could be compared was 
China. Mr. Nimbkar spoke of the long 
hours that are worked. the unsatisfactory 
factory conditions, the lack of decent 
houses, the insecurity of service, and the 
absence of health or old age insurance 
schemes. 

The Indian worker, he continued, was 
increasingly conscious of his rights and 
needs (that was why there were so many 
strikes in 1938), but he was refused the 
right to organize and the right of free 
speech. The only consideration he received 
for his complaints, from the authorities, 
was “bullets and batons.” 

There are some 350,000,000 people in 
India and the majority of them, directly 
or indirectly, are affected by these poor 
conditions. No wonder they are suscep- 
tible to German and Italian propaganda. 
The British Government should give more 
attention to the claims of the Indian wor- 
kers, and attempt to improve their general 
standard of living. 

One appreciates all the difficulties of the 
situation—the caste system, illiteracy, &c. 
But these factors should not deter a 
Government which has such pronounced 
Christian professions that it is shocked 
when Albania is invaded by the Italians on 
a Good Friday. The suffering and injus- 
tices of which the Indian delegate to the 
International Labour Conference reported 
are a daily concern, and not confined te 
one day of the year. 


Tailpiece 
QyNE landlady talking to another, in 
- Aldershot, the other day, said how 
sorry she was to lose one of her lodgers, as 
he was such a nice young man. 

“He gave me an extra shilling when he 
left, and said it was for my hostility.” 


This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “ Peace N-ws,” 
mus: not be assumed necessarily t? ~°pre- 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Unicx. 
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